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YOUR VILLAGE NEWSLETTER
THE FUTURE OF THE HOLTON POST
The days are shortening, the evenings drawing in and
that means only one thing - it is time for the Holton
Post's Annual General Meeting. We are now into our
15th year and there is much to discuss as the future of
the newsletter is at stake. We are in a good financial
position but desperately need some new blood on the
committee as our Chairman, Treasurer and one other
committee member are standing down. Please think
about whether you could help us in any way, either with
writing, production or the delivery, as the Post will be
doomed if we don’t get new assistance soon.
As a starting point, please come along to the AGM
and show your support. For the last two years we have
been able to hold the meeting at the Lord Nelson but as
that has now closed we've decided to go the Triple Plea
this year instead. On Thursdays they offer a Carvery
from 6 o'clock, so we are starting our meeting at 5.30pm
for those who want to stay for the meal afterwards. Why
don't you come along to the meeting, book a table for
the Carvery too and have a night out?
See you there!

The Holton Post
invites you to the

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Thursday 3rd December
at 5.30pm at
The Triple Plea, Broadway
Why not book a table for the Carvery afterwards?!

THANK YOU
Many thanks to all who supported the recent
MacMillan Coffee morning in the school. It was nice to
see members of the local community there as well as
parents and over £530 was raised which has been
passed to the charity.

JUMBLE SALE
Saturday 14th November
10.00am to 11.30am
Holton School Hall
Refreshments available

HOLTON AND BLYFORD
VILLAGE HALL
Dare we say that Christmas is nearly upon us and the
Village Hall Committee are getting geared up for a
village Christmas event, with the help of the children
from the pre and primary schools. We’re looking
forward to welcoming everyone to the village hall and
hope it will be a well-supported event. Look out for
details, dates and times!
We’re pleased that our new double fire doors have
been installed and would like to say a big ‘Thank you’
to C.W.Ellis who also very promptly helped us out of a
sticky spot by repairing the kitchen door too! Brilliant.
We’d also like to welcome ‘Fear Naught Boot Camp’
to the hall. An intense workout session, offered on a
Monday and Wednesday evening 6:30pm-7:30pm. Why
not give it a try?!
Thank you for your continued support, please
remember if you have any suggestions about what you
would like the village hall to provide or have any ideas
in general you’d like to put to the committee or you
think you might like to join the committee itself, don’t
hesitate to contact us on the village hall email address:
holtonandblyfordvillagehall@hotmail.com
Soph Cannell
Chairperson

St Peter’s Church, Holton

Christmas Fair
10am until 1pm

Saturday 12th December
Holton & Blyford Village Hall
Mince Pies  Hot drinks 
 Freshly made sandwiches 
 Bric-à-brac Bulbs  Cakes  Gifts 
 Grand Raffle  Guess the sweets in the jar 
 Jewellery  Preserves  Tombola 
etc. etc. 
INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
Letters and E-Mails - p2, School News - p 3, Holton Parish
Council - p4, Church News - p5, Blyford News - p6,
Pub survey results - p7, Which Gear? - p8 and much more!

HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO ALL OUR READERS!

LETTERS AND E-MAILS
DOG FOULING

LIVING IN HOLTON

I felt the need to write to the Holton Post on the
above subject.
We awoke on Sunday morning to a large pile of dog
mess in our front garden. This pile was quite a way
from the entrance to the drive so I am sure that the
owner would have seen the dog enter our garden and
do its business! Why, I wonder, did they think it was
acceptable to leave this and not clear it up? Surely if
they were out walking they would have done so?
This isn’t the first time this has happened either.
Why can’t responsible dog owners keep their dogs on
leads in residential areas of Holton to stop this
happening.
Am I now to go the expense of fitting a gate to the
entrance to our driveway? I am sure that the council
would laugh at me if I asked them to pay for this!
I shall be keeping a close eye out in future so dog
walkers, beware!
Mrs A Kirk

Twelve years ago we moved to live in Holton. The
time seems to have gone by very quickly but here we
are still enjoying our life in this lovely place.
There have been changes, of course, as will happen
anywhere. Some people have moved out, others have
moved in and sadly some have died. The school has
increased its intake and its classrooms but seems to
have managed to retain its friendly and happy
atmosphere. We find it a pleasure to live next door
to the school.
The Garden Centre and the Shop have expanded
offering a wonderful selection of things for the
garden, home and larder. Having such a great cafe
there is a marvellous asset too and the food is very
good.
The Pub closed, for a long time, eventually
reopened and was absolutely lovely but sadly has
now closed again except for the B and B part of the
business. We miss being able to go there for such
lovely lunches but understand from the Owners that
there was just not enough support to keep the
business economically viable. Very sad loss for
Roger and Hilary who had put so much effort into
the business and a great loss for Holton too.
Some very nice people are about to start building
an eco-home in Sandy Lane and I am looking
forward to seeing what this entails. We like the idea
of a home that is as environmentally friendly as it
can be but have only seen them on TV up until now.
It’s quite exciting.
A year after we moved into our bungalow, I wrote a
piece for the Holton Post saying how much we were
enjoying living here. As said above we are still
enjoying it and it has been a good move for us. After
12 years, some things have changed for us as well
but we still find the area lovely, the people in the
shops wonderful and with few exceptions local
people have proved just as nice as they seemed years
ago. We still believe we are very lucky to live in
Holton and would extend our grateful thanks to all
those who make it a very pleasant place to be.
Ann Brady
18 Valley Close

HOLTON ANIMAL FEEDS
Feed for chickens, goats, sheep,
horses, birds, dogs, cats, fish and small animals.
Dog food from £8.99 including:
BURNS, JAMES WELLBELOVED, ARDEN GRANGE,
BETA, ROYAL CANIN, SKINNERS, WAGG,
SUPADOG & CHUDLEY’S
Dog cat and small animal accessories - everything
you need for your pets under one roof
Layer pellets/mash £7.99, Mixed Corn £5.00 - 20 kg
Bags of Hay & Straw, also bales.
Animal bedding and large range of wild bird feeds.
Hydrosoft Salt Tablets £6.29 for 25kg.
Salt blocks £4.50 per pack.
OPENING TIMES
Mon-Sat 9am - 5pm
Mandafield, Sparrowhawk Road, Upper
Holton, Halesworth IP19 8NH
Telephone: 01986 873045

Finally belated apologies for all the disruption outside
the school during the summer holidays. Work had to be
done on the watercourse along the Beccles Road and
this was scheduled to take place during two weeks of
the summer holidays. Unfortunately the contractor
engaged by Suffolk County Council then sub-contracted
the work out and this firm did not stick to the
specification of how the work was carried out or to the
time schedule which resulted in inadequate work,
massive damage to the school field and huge disruption
due to contractors’ vehicles out on the road as well
causing disruption within the school as staff could not
access the building to get things ready for the new term.
If you want to know more about the school or see
photos of recent events please visit the website at
www.holton-st-peter.suffolk.sch.uk
Alison Hyden

HOLTON SCHOOL NEWS
The new school year has started well with new pupils
in Osprey and throughout the school settling in well.
All KS2 pupils now wear shirts and ties and very smart
they all look.
Our new pupils in Osprey are settling into school and
getting used to the new routines which will set them on
their learning journey.
This term Eagles are learning all about space. There is
already a solar system stretching across the classroom
and this term the children have the option of choosing
their own homework which enables them to work with
parents and family at home on space related items such
as making a solar system or space rocket. A space
rocket arrived on the playground one day which was
really exciting.
Kestrels are learning all about Romans and already
have some very impressive displays in the school
corridor. They too are benefitting from choosing which
items of homework to do which is resulting in some
great work.
Girls from Red Kites have taken part in a Partnership
football tournament and won a trophy for Fair Play
which they are justifiably proud of. The boys too are
participating in a similar tournament.
Friends of Holton held their AGM in early September
and elected their committee. Already this term there has
been a cake stall in town which raised over £200.
Looking back to the summer holidays there was a scrap
metal collection. Unfortunately due to the works being
carried out at the school the collection had to be held at
the Village Hall, many thanks to the Village Hall
committee for allowing this, £120 was raised. The
Friends also hosted a Macmillan coffee morning in the
school hall when over £500 was raised. Many thanks to
everyone who supported any of these events in any way.
Currently Friends are busy planning the Jumble Sale
on Saturday 14th November and for all you forward
planners, there will be another metal collection in May
next year.
As a school we would like to thank Liz Cannon for her
excellent work and support at our school. At her last
Open Book Assembly we were able to thank her and
wish her all the best for her retirement.
Holton had its first school partnership day in October
when all the classes met up with classes from the other
partnership schools – Edgar Sewter, Wenhaston,
Ilketshall and Bungay – for an Arts/Music/Drama
activity day. This was a chance for all pupils and staff to
meet and learn with pupils and staff from other schools.
It was a great experience for all involved and further
days are planned for the next two terms.
During half term there was a work party on the school
grounds to help maintain our outstanding grounds.
Many thanks to governors, staff, parents and pupils who
helped.
Enrichment activities will be starting after half term
and include mixed football, colouring, Lego and
‘Strictly Comes to Holton’.

FRIENDS OF HOLTON
Open Meeting

Tuesday 17th November
5.30 to 6.30pm
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POLICE – Cllr Jones advised that the Police were now
unable to attend Parish Council Meetings as they were
short of staff, but the Clerk was asked to email and
request a report for each meeting.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:
Wednesday 4th November 2015.
Alison Cackett
Clerk to Holton Parish Council

HOLTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON
WEDNESDAY 9TH SEPTEMBER 2015
PRESENT: Councillors D Fosdike (Chair), M Hart,
R Stephenson, G Cackett, N Kerridge. Cllr A Cackett
(WDC)
APOLOGIES: Councillor D Davis, Councillor T
Goldson (SCC)
PUBLIC FORUM
Steve Grant came and spoke about the planning
application regarding Bernard Matthews and a
proposed new anaerobic digester. He gave an
overview of Holton Renewable Power Ltd, and
explained the journey so far. He explained why they
were looking at this proposal.
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
Wednesday 13th July 2015 - approved, all in favour.
PLANNING APPLICATION – BERNARD
MATTHEWS - DC/15/3418/CCC
Some disappointment was expressed regarding this
application and the proposal. There have been some
issues with odour, also concerns regarding vehicle
movements. Some of the figures in the Transport
Assessment were questioned. All units are sealed and
piped to the unit. It was agreed that any odour
complaints would be documented by the Clerk and
forwarded to J Elden/S Grant at Holton Renewable
Power Ltd for investigation. A visit to the site to view
the unit will be arranged, dates to be forwarded to S
Grant. Proposal that application be approved but note
that there are concerns regarding transport/vehicle
movements. Approved.
ANNUAL TOWN/PARISH LIAISON/BUDGET
REVIEW. Agreed GC to attend.
COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Emergency Planning – Cllr G Cackett gave an
update which should be available for the next meeting.
Transport Group – Cllr Davis not present.
PLANNING
Waveney Local Plan – Workshops. It was agreed to
contact Planning and advise that the Parish Council
would like things as they are at present.
Blyth View, Southwold Road – Extended Car Park
Area – Granted.
GRANTS
Holton & Blyford Village Hall - £500
Friends of Halesworth County Library - £250
Holton Post - £200
Suffolk Age UK - £100
Holton St Peter Community Primary School - £250
Volunteer Centre - £250
HeadWay, Suffolk – None
Wrentham Group, Community First Responders None
It was agreed that all would be paid except the last
two as was no evidence that they worked in the Holton
area.
REPORTS:
VILLAGE HALL – Sophie Cannell was unable to
attend but sent a report.

HALESWORTH CAMPUS
PARTNERSHIP IN ACTION
Local people were able to meet representatives of
Sentinel Leisure Trust, preferred operators for The
Campus, when more than 50 people attended a public
meeting at the Rifle Hall on 6 October. In the chair was
Campus trustee, Simon Weeks.
Chris Ames and Stuart Everett, from Sentinel,
presented an outline of how their company works in
partnership with other bodies in running facilities at
Bungay, Great Yarmouth, Bradwell and elsewhere.
Stuart has been involved with the Campus project for a
considerable time, listening to the community and
feeding back on the design, and helping trustees assess
what facilities are sustainable to build and run.
Important questions were asked and points made, such
as it being crucial to have the right operational
managers and the fact that the pool and gym are likely
to be the elements most used by the general public. It is
critical to get the balance right between club and
schools sessions and open sessions for public use, with
sufficient storage being necessary too.
There were questions about the size of swimming
pool that could be afforded, as increasing the size from
20 to 25 metres would mean increased costs. However
on the basis of local feedback, Campus trustees have
undertaken to amend the original specification for a
single depth pool to one of variable depth, to allow for
schoolchildren learning to swim at the shallow end and
a 1.8m depth at the other end.

Holton Trading Post and
J.A.K. Furniture Services
We have a 1000ft2 showroom of furniture,
 We buy and sell second-hand and country furniture,
 Undertake house and shed clearances,
 Strip furniture and doors,
 Repair and polish furniture,
 Paint furniture and doors,
We can also make furniture from reclaim and much more!




Come and have a look!
Units 9&10, The Old Airfield Site,
Holton, Halesworth IP19 8NH
Telephone Justin on:
01986 874277
or 07767 861401

Opening Times
Monday-Friday: 9am - 5.30pm
Saturday: 9am - 2pm
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ST PETER'S CHURCH, HOLTON
CHURCH SERVICES

CHURCH NEWS AND EVENTS
POP-IN PARLOUR

NOVEMBER
1st Nov

ALL SAINTS' SUNDAY
9.30am Team Eucharist at All Saints
Church, Blyford
6.30pm Evening Prayer

8th Nov

REMEMBRANCE DAY
10.50am Service at St Peter's Church

15th Nov

11.15am Iona Morning Worship

22nd Nov

11.15am Eucharist

29th Nov

ADVENT SUNDAY
6.30pm Team Evensong at St Andrew's
Church, Wissett
3.30pm Advent Tea at the United
Reform Church
NO SERVICES AT HOLTON

Pop-In Parlour, our regular soup lunch, will be taking
place on Friday 6th November and Friday 4th
December from 12 noon to 1.30pm in St Peter's Room.
The lunch costs £3.00 and includes soup, bread, butter,
cheese and pickle/chutney plus a drink of tea or coffee.
Do come and join us if you can for good food and
entertaining conversation. In December there will also
be a stall with fairtrade goods, including gifts, food and
cards.

ST PETER'S CHRISTMAS FAIR
on Saturday 12th December
from 10am to 1pm
in Holton and Blyford Village Hall
Come along and enjoy a cornucopia of delights with
some old favourites such as the Preserve Stall, and
some new ideas for your Christmas gifts. There will, of
course, be refreshments and I think that the delicious
sausage rolls will again be on the menu, so come along
for the morning and see what you can find.

DECEMBER
6th Dec

9.30am Team Eucharist at St Mary's
Church, Halesworth
6.30pm Evening Prayer

13th Dec

11.15am Eucharist

20th Dec

6.30pm CAROL SERVICE

24th Dec

CHRISTMAS EVE
4.00pm CHRISTINGLE
11.30pm MIDNIGHT COMMUNION

27th Dec

CHRISTMAS DAY
10.30am Team Eucharist at St Mary's
Church, Halesworth

CHRISTMAS SERVICES
Please join us at one of our special Christmas services
over the Christmas period! If you enjoy singing carols,
then our Carol Service on the 20th December is just for
you. Or, if you have children, the Christingle Service on
Christmas Eve will be just the right way to begin your
Christmas festivities, and a way to help children whose
lives are difficult by raising money for the Children's
Society. Or perhaps, like me you find that the Midnight
Communion Service is the perfect way to start
Christmas, beginning on Christmas Eve and ending on
Christmas morning (if a little early!)

JANUARY 2016
3rd Jan

EPIPHANY
9.30am Team Eucharist at St Mary's
Church, Halesworth
6.30pm Epiphany Service

FAREWELL TO REVD LIZ CANNON
The congregation at St Peter's Church, plus other
friends from the area, were able to say a fond farewell
to Liz and David at our Iona service on the 18th
October which Liz led. As always the service was
helpful and appropriate and led in Liz's own gentle and
insightful way. Then when she thought it was all over
we were able to present her and David with gifts from
Holton, including a beautiful turned wooden bowl from
a tree from the churchyard, a picture of the church in
the snow, and a glorious bunch of flowers. And to
round it all off, coffee and cake were handed round.
And our farewells did not end there as on Sunday 25th
October Liz conducted her last communion service at St
Mary's Church, Halesworth, when the church was
packed with well-wishers from around the Team and
again a presentation was made and food enjoyed.
We wish Liz and David all the best for their retired
life together.

Please be aware that services may change, so please
check in ‘Team Times’ or on the Church Porch notice
boards.

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
We will be gathering together at the War Memorial in
the churchyard at 10.50am to remember the local people
who gave their lives in both World Wars before
continuing our service in the church. After the service
we will again be processing to the Holton Airfield War
Memorials on Sparrowhawk Road reciting the names of
the United States servicemen and women who died
while stationed here. There will then be a short time of
prayer at the Memorials.
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BLYFORD ALL SAINTS CHURCH

BLYFORD AND SOTHERTON
PARISH COUNCIL

CHURCH SERVICES
November
November 1st -Team Eucharist - All Saints Sunday 9.30a.m. Park on Triangle/Queens Head
November 8th - Remembrance Sunday - 9.30a.m.
November 22nd - Eucharist - 9.30a.m.
December
December 13th - Morning Worship - 9.30a.m.
December 20th - Carol Service - 3.00p.m.
Refreshments after services, please come and join us.

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE COUNCIL
HELD ON MONDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER 2014
PRESENT: Councillors G Walker (Chair), B Martin,
S Macdonald and Cllr A Cackett (WDC)
APOLOGIES – Cllr T Goldson (SCC), Cllr M
Jackson, Cllr R Parry
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON:
20th July 2015 - Approved, all in favour.
VAS – TEMPORARY VEHICLE ACTIVATED
SIGNS
A discussion took place regarding the possibility of
additional signs and posts. It was however stated that a
disc was required to download the data from the sign
on change over
ANNUAL TOWN/PARISH LIAISON/BUDGET
REVIEW MEETING
It was agreed that Cllr G Walker and the Clerk
would meet with the Leader of WDC to discuss this
matter
WAVENEY LOCAL PLAN REVIEW –
ENGAGEMENT WITH TOWN/PARISH
COUNCILS
It was agreed that the Parish Council wished to keep
the status-quo at present. Although there have been
some issues with parking of caravans at Sotherton
Corner, and the need for a footpath through to the
church and pub in Blyford.
GRANTS
Holton Post - £100
Halesworth Volunteer Centre - £50
Friends of Halesworth County Library - £100
Holton & Blyford Village Hall - £100
Holton St Peter Primary School - £150
Suffolk Age Uk - £50
Sotherton PCC - £100
Blyford PCC - £100
Wrentham Group, Community First Responders
Helimed – MAGPAS
It was agreed not to donate to Wrentham First
Responders and MAGPAS as they did not serve the
area of Blyford & Sotherton. All other grants were
approved.
REPORTS
Cllr A Cackett – As usual very busy with Council
meetings, balancing the budget etc.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING - Monday 2nd
November 2015
Alison Cackett
Clerk to Blyford and Sotherton Parish Council

CHRISTMAS FAYRE
HOLTON VILLAGE HALL
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 7TH
2.00P.M. TO 4.00P.M
CAKES – TOMBOLA – GIFTS - BOOKS
CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS – FANCY
GOODS - RAFFLE – REFRESHMENTS

In aid of All Saints Church, Blyford
ALL WELCOME

CYCLE RIDE

Jill Hewlett and Jim and Jackie Watts raised £381 for
the Suffolk Historic Churches Trust. Many thanks to
all our sponsors who are always so generous. The
Trust will give Holton Church half £190.

REMEMBER!
HALESWORTH CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
SWITCH ON
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 28TH
4 - 8 pm
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FROM YOUR SAFER
NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM

HOLTON PUBLIC HOUSE SURVEY
THE RESULTS
A big "thank you" to all of you that completed the
survey forms relating to the Lord Nelson The survey
was my own initiative and unconnected with the
Parish Council.
Some 32 people returned forms by our publishing
deadline. This roughly represents 10 per cent of the
households in the village. I am not sure if a hundred
per cent of households in Holton received a copy.
Whilst a 10 per cent return may not look much, at least
a good few expressed an opinion regarding their
village amenity.
All respondents indicated that they wanted the Lord
Nelson to remain as the village pub. However only 19
stated that they might use the facility more than 6
times per year. Obviously a landlord could not survive
on this business alone. Still there are public houses out
there that are doing well, the owners finding that
winning formula to bring in the punters.
I leave you to draw your own conclusions but it is
interesting to be able to relate the fact to the
circumstances, rather than unfounded gossip.
Looks as though you are going to have to use either
taxis, Shank's pony, or a pushbike if you want a drink
in the future. Or you could go on the wagon. See you
at the Triple Plea?
Geoff Cackett

As the time of year for festive cheer draws near,
Spare a thought for what you might hold dear.
To leave your gifts under the tree so bright,
Is not only to you a pleasing, jolly sight.
The burglar looking for a quick and easy gain,
Is something that could easily cause you pain.
Holton has always been a very safe place with regard
to burglaries. But historically across the sector we
have an increase in burglaries at this time of year
where the target premises has left the curtains open
and the presents under the tree. Very picture postcard
pretty, but from a crime prevention point of view can
leave you vulnerable. So just bear in mind what can
been seen from the outside of your home especially if
interior lights are on lighting up the area like, well, a
Christmas tree. If you are going out, consider closing
curtains early to avoid prying eyes looking in. We
would, of course, share the same advice from the Fire
Service that lights shouldn’t be on without someone
being present to monitor them. If there are any
particularly big/valuable presents, consider keeping
them away from the others until the big day actually
arrives. That way, if the worst was to happen,
Christmas needn’t be totally ruined.
Stay safe, and enjoy the festive season.

DID YOU KNOW .....?
This year in the Waveney Valley area the local
Foodbanks have helped four and a half thousand people!
Christmas is a special time for all of us, and we would
like our clients to enjoy something of the festive season
too.
So for the whole of November we are collecting items
to bring Christmas Cheer to them and their families.
We are especially collecting the following:
Small selection boxes
Chocolate biscuits
Christmas puddings- large and small
small toys for all ages
mince pies (Packs of 6)
Sweets in packets
tins of cream
festive toiletries
tinned meat
small boxes of crackers.
Any donations can be left at the usual collection
points – but must be in by the END OF NOVEMBER
so as to be distributed in time.
And of course we are still welcoming the usual
donations too!
Many thanks for all that you generous folk do - it is
really appreciated.
Pam Bayliss
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Donations can also be left at the back of Holton Church

able to update you in the next issue.
AND NOW, this month’s article on Classic Cars by our
correspondent Simon Ford. This month he tells us of his
experiences with the MGB.
“It was back in 1966 when I was just fourteen that a
British racing green MGB with the all important wire
wheels took my interest together with that of my friends
in the small village in rural Kent where I was born. The
MGB was owned by the local driving instructor and it
certainly went down well with the females. Although
the car was only four years old it suffered from serious
rust in the sills but still looked the part and sounded
great. On the strength of this the local paint spraying
apprentice traded in his Escort 1100 and purchased a red
roadster MGB a while later. He was bitterly
disappointed with the car as it failed to cut the mustard.
The car smoked heavily due to worn pistons and piston
rings and as a result consumed huge quantities of oil.
Now fast forward thirty years: myself having
harboured a secret passion to own such a vehicle I
found myself in a position to purchase an MGB GT
with chrome wire wheels, overdrive, sunroof, complete
with leather interior with white piping. The critical path
is to buy an original rust free or a restored example due
to a restoration car being a potential money pit. The
good news is that there are hundreds to choose from.
Don't rush to buy and you will find the specification you
seek provided you have the necessary funds. I am really
a classic Ford devotee but I have to admit that the MGB
drove superbly; steering, gear change and ride are more
than satisfactory in today's traffic conditions. Bearing in
mind that the design is more than fifty years old I would
have no hesitation in running one as my sole daily drive.
The tremendous benefits of these cars is the spares
situation with everything available pretty much off the
shelf in mail order terms. Consequently I really struggle
to criticise the MGB having purchased a further MGB
GT and two immaculate roadster models. One particular
roadster I carefully selected from my research process
reappeared on the market after a two year wait. Of
course I snapped it up. The immaculate Iris Blue
roadster did not disappoint; probably the best classic car
I have owned.
You should note that later variants known as rubber
bumper models are not liked in the trade. However I
purchased a 14,000 miler, rust proofed from new. I had
this car for two years and in my opinion it drove as well
if not better, than the chrome bumper models.
A tip to classic car buying is always to buy the best
condition car available for your budget and accept that it
may not be your ideal specification. MGBs are available
from 5k to 22k and if you maintain it and cherish it your
depreciation should be nil or at worst, negligible.
To conclude, in my opinion the reality outshines the
myth; the MGB is a true classic car and a pleasure to
own - just wish I could have afforded one when I was
17 instead of a Ford Anglia in which the rust was held
together by the paint!”
Regards Simon Ford.

WHICH GEAR?
FROM OUR MOTORING CORRESPONDENT
I regret to inform you that your previous
correspondent has "gone up the Amazon " so to speak ,
following offers of, gold, incense and myrrh. So no fear
of articles concerning caravans or jet propelled cars
from now on (did I hear you shout shame?). He did
however send you his regards and advised against
watching any programme fronted by a ginger person.
Lol !
So now you have a new correspondent who intends to
steal the general format for Which Gear? Well I am
supposed to be retired! This month I was to have been
reviewing the Nissan Leaf, an all electric car, however
due to various matters Messrs Hammonds cannot oblige
with the loan of a car until next month. Fortunately I
have a relative who has owned one for nearly two years
and has been able to advise regarding it real world
abilities. He lives near Heathrow. I propose to take the
car to towns within 25 miles of Halesworth as I consider
this would be the typical usage of such a car. For the
present I relate key parts of the publicity.
The car is an up market five-seater family saloon that
runs solely on battery power. Range is a claimed 120
miles between charges but this will be reduced
dependent on your driving style, battery load and
numbers of persons being transported. My family
source confirms he obtains about 90 miles per charge as
do others (search the Internet for customer feedback)
and has in fact driven from Heathrow to Holton in one
day just stopping at recharging points twice. (This
involved two 30 minute stops). He chose roadside cafes
before he embarked upon his journey as you need to
know in advance where you can recharge. Dealers will
advise on this issue. Battery condition will eventually
affect range. For local journeys you charge the batteries
overnight at home. Consequently the car has great
potential for a variety of users but appears to be
particularly attractive to local commuters as you could
easily do a return trip to our three major towns on one
charge. I have read that a typical increase in electricity
bills would be £300 if you travelled 6000 miles per
year. This would buy you 45 gallons of fuel sending you
no more than 2250 miles at 50 miles to the gallon with a
conventional car. So some saving!
So now you may be interested in some facts.
1. The car is a full 5 seater with a 370 litre boot.
2. It is available in 4 grades starting at £21490 and
finishing at £25590.
3. It is an automatic ie, two pedal drive.
4. It comes with a five year guarantee or 60000 miles
limit.
5. It is capable of 87 miles per hour and a nought to 60
time of 11.5 seconds (a 1974 ford Mexico took 10.5
seconds so it is nippy.)
Consequently the car looks to be real contender for
local use or as a second car if you have regular high
mileages to cover.
I look forward to my extended road test and hope to be
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CHILDREN’S CROSSWORD

CHRISTMAS RECIPE
MULLED WINE
An easy mulled wine recipe for the festive season,
brimming with Christmassy spice and a kick of
sloe gin.
Ingredients
1 bottle red wine
60g/2oz demerara sugar
1 cinnamon stick
grated nutmeg
1 orange, halved
1 dried bay leaf
60ml/2fl oz sloe or damson gin (optional)
Method
1. Put the wine in a saucepan with the orange,
sugar, bayleaf and the spices.
2. Heat gently until the sugar has dissolved.
Taste to see if you want the wine sweeter, and
add more sugar to taste.
3. Off the heat, stir in the sloe or damson gin if
you are using it.
4. Strain into heatproof glasses and serve at once.

CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS
DID YOU KNOW THAT D
1. Robins on cards were a joke 150 years ago when
postmen wore red tunics and were named after
them.
2. Although now mostly vegetarian, in Victorian
times, mince pies were made with beef and spices.
3. Carols began as an old English custom called
wassailing, toasting neighbours to a long life. They
weren't sung in churches until they were introduced
by St Francis of Assisi in the 13th century.
4. Hanging stockings out comes from the Dutch
custom of leaving shoes packed with food for St
Nicholas's donkeys. He would leave small gifts in
return.
5. Nearly 60 million Christmas trees are grown each
year in Europe.
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Does your business/workshop/event need publicity?
Our display case in the window faces the Thoroughfare.
Just £5 per calendar month for a double-sided A4
poster.
Is there a writer struggling to get out?! Don’t know
where to start? Written before but feeling rusty? Local
writer/publisher Tom Corbett is running two creative
writing groups in the library every Monday 10.30am12.00pm and on Tuesday evenings from 6.30pm-9pm at
Bridge House. This eight-week rolling programme
includes both poetry and prose; for more information
contact Tom on 07831264021.
Our Laptop and iPad sessions on Wednesday
afternoons. iPad from 2pm -3pm, laptop 3.15pm4.15pm. £5 per session. Places must be booked. There
is also a possibility of one to one sessions at £15 per
hour. Please let staff know if you’re interested.
In need of exercise? Are you living with pain or joint
stiffness? If so, our fitness classes may help. On
Thursdays the NHS Exercise Referral Scheme runs
classes for all abilities in the library:- 9.30am-10.30am
& 11-am -12pm I-Move Freely – a gentle mobility and
stretches exercise class ideal for those living with
chronic or niggling pain. Full instruction given by
qualified Physical Activity instructor Kate Eastwood.
Just £3 a session. Please book at the library.
A representative from Age UK will be present in the
library on the 1st and last Wednesday of the month
between 10.30-12pm. If you need some help or
information and don’t know where to look then please
pop in. If you just need to chat that’s okay too.
On the 2nd Saturday of the month between 10 – 11am
your local district councillor holds a surgery.
Registering births and deaths in Halesworth Library
on Tuesdays. This service is strictly by appointment
only. Appointments can be made by calling the
Lowestoft Registration office on 01502 528160. Please
be aware that this service will only operate if there is
sufficient demand (minimum 2 appointments).
The library offers A4 and A3 colour printing, now
only 30p for a colour print, laminating, scanning, fax
and photocopying facilities. We have internet access,
the use of Microsoft Office 2013 with print facility,
Skype and free Wi-Fi. We also hold local tourist
information, rail and bus timetables, plus much more.
We look forward to seeing you soon or call us on
01986 875095 or contact us on e-mail:
halesworth.library@suffolklibraries.co.uk. You can
also visit our website at www.suffolklibraries.co.uk.
You will find additional features such as Freegal –
free music downloads; Overdrive providing e-books
and BorrowBox providing audio books for
downloading! We have just introduced a new feature –
Zinio for libraries. You can download and read the
latest editions of a selection of top UK magazines. No
limits and you can keep them as long as you need. All
FREE. You can also follow us on Facebook and
Twitter.
Alison Hopkins

WHAT’S ON
AT HALESWORTH LIBRARY
NEW – Board Games Evenings 7.30 – 10.00p.m.
Fridays October 30th and November 27th. Our Board
Games afternoons return on Monday September 28th
1.30-4.00pm then October 26th and November 30th.
Refreshments provided. Everyone welcome. £1.50
donation to Library Friends (includes a raffle ticket as
well as refreshments).
The Young Writer’s group run by Annaliese really
helps your child unleash their creative side in a fun way.
The group meets alternate weeks, ages approximately 813 years. Cost is £15 per 5 sessions. If you would like to
join please book with a member of staff. Every Sunday
we have craft activities and stories for children between
12.00 and 2.30pm. Please drop in and join in the fun –
all ages welcome, and it’s free!
On a Tuesday we have a Baby Bounce and Tot Rock
session for babies/toddlers and their parents/carers
10am-11am. Come and join us.
Knit & Natter, Stitch & Chatter. Every 1st & 3rd
Tuesday afternoon of every month between, 2 – 4 pm.
Refreshments available.
Every Wednesday, from 10.30-12.00, we have Time
Out; a friendly, relaxed group and a great place to meet
new people. 4th November – Hayley Newton from the
RNIB will be here offering advice on preventing and
living with sight loss and fundraising. 11th November –
“Holiday in Chester” – Viv and Yvonne will be sharing
stories. Maybe you have been there too? 18th November
– “A Horse in the Morning”. Roger Ley will be telling
us about his book. This is a funny and extraordinary
memoir of an engineer, teacher, actor, father and failed
astronaut who tells us dramatic, mysterious and
amusing stories with quirky British humour. 25th
November – “A Rigorous Holiday in Newfoundland” –
Lyn will be talking with the group. 2nd December –
Jackie Wagner will be with us again, with a guided
meditation – “accessing that inner self”. 9th December –
Dorothy Courtis has written another book! She will be
telling us, with her wonderful enthusiasm, about “The
Mizpah Ring”, which is first in a trilogy – a family saga
set in the 19th Century. 16th December – Music and
Poetry for Christmas – bring your favourites to share!
23rd December – Festive Social – come and have fun
with fantastic company. 30th December – A look back
at the highs and lows of 2015, and a look forward to
2016! Many thanks to all for contributing to our
sessions and making this such a wonderful group.
Have a bit of fun and support the library. Collect a
copy of our library quiz, just 50p! Answers for last
month’s quiz on display in the library now.
Are you creative? Perhaps you are an artist who wants
to showcase your work? Why not promote your work in
our window gallery area. The space overlooks the street
and is a well-lit, locked and secure place, so if you have
work you wish to sell please contact a member of staff.
There is a small fee/commission for this.
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HOLTON AND BLYFORD VILLAGE
HALL TOTE WINNERS

CINEMA @ THE CUT
All films start at 7.30pm unless otherwise shown

PROGRAMME
Result of the draw on 8th September was as
follows:

NOVEMBER

1st No. 61

Jill Hewlett

£25

Wed 4th

2nd No. 73

Phyllis Felton

£10

Wed 11th Kumiko, The Treasure Hunter (12A)

3rd No. 15

Mr & Mrs Mendham

£5

Wed 18th A Royal Night Out (12A)

4th No. 8

Judy Nicholls

£5

Wed 25th While We’re Young (15)

Result of the draw on 13th October was as follows:
1st No. 119

Eliza Wilkin

Love is Strange (15)

DECEMBER

£25

Wed 2nd Strictly Ballroom (PG)
2nd No. 129 Bob Stephenson

£10

3rd No. 91

£5

Alison Cackett

4th No. 160 Phil Stevens

Wed 9th

£5

A Pigeon Sat on a Branch Reflecting on
Existence (12)

Wed 16th 7.15pm live screening from Royal Opera
House -The Nutcracker

New members are always welcome. Please contact
Helen Fensom on 01986 873575 for further details.

Wed 23rd Cinderella (U)

SOUTHWOLD DECORATIVE AND
FINE ARTS SOCIETY

MARKET FIELDS

The season is continuing with the following lectures:
Tuesday 10th November: From Leonardo to You - the
History of Art and Science. Lecturer: Sally Hoban
Tuesday 8th December: An Ideal Partnership: Lutyens
and Jekyll. Lecturer: James Bolton
All lectures are held at 2pm in St Edmund’s Hall,
Southwold and visitors are welcome. Membership of the
society is also available, please contact me on 01986
874000 or email admin@southwoldfas.co.uk.
Anne Holland
Membership Secretary

FARM SHOP
AT
HOLTON ROAD GARDEN CENTRE
• FROZEN VEGETABLES, FRUITS AND READY
MEALS FROM FIELDFARE
• FRESHLY FROZEN FISH

FROM LOWESTOFT
• LOCAL HOMEMADE CAKES

Special offers on Beers and Wines!
• FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES
• FRESH & FROZEN MEAT FROM

GARY ROBINSON

CLARKE BUTCHERS, BRAMFIELD

MOTOR ENGINEERS

SELECTION OF GIFTS AVAILABLE
CHRISTMAS GOODIES NOW IN
Christmas Decorations in the
Garden Centre too!

Unit 1, High Trees Farm, HOLTON, HALESWORTH

Telephone: Halesworth 875452
(mobile 0789 5337096)

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
EASY PARKING & LOADING

Est. 1985
● Servicing ● Repairs

Tel: 01986 872134

● Timing Belts Fitted
● All makes - Petrol or Diesel
● Pre MOT checks
● Preparation for and submission to
MOT Tests
● Welding Repairs
● Clutches Fitted
● Classic Cars
● Free collection & delivery in the
Halesworth area

CHRISTMAS CROSSWORD ANSWERS
ACROSS: 1. Stocking, 5. Reindeer, 6. Cracker, 8.
Holly, 9. Elves, 10. Advent.
DOWN: 2. Turkey, 3. Gingerbread, 4. Decorations,
6. Chimney, 7. Carols.
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USEFUL INFORMATION AND CONTACTS
LOCAL SERVICES

HOLTON POST
Committee/Editorial Group

Maritza Simpson (Chairman & Treasurer)
Tel. 872990
Anne Holland (Secretary & Production)
Tel. 874000
Jackie/Jim Watts (Distribution) Tel. 835752
Jill Hewlett Tel. 875913
Alison Hyden Tel. 872559
Clare Neville Tel. 873723
Alison/Geoff Cackett Tel. 874442
(Parish Council Representative)
Hand deliver or post any articles or photos to:
Maritza Simpson, Halfpenny,
Bungay Road, Holton, Halesworth IP19 8PL
Email: holtonpost@gmail.com
Website: www.holtonpost.co.uk

Monday 21st December 2015

REGULAR ACTIVITIES
AT THE VILLAGE HALL
4th Tuesday, 2 - 5pm, except
July, August and December

Badminton Club

Tuesdays 7.30 - 9.30pm

U3A

Once a month on Tuesday
afternoons, 2 - 4pm

Fear Naught Boot
Camp

Monday and Wednesday
evening 6:30pm - 7:30pm

01986 874521
mail@valleyfarmholton.co.uk

Printed by Southwold Press, Reydon Business Park, Reydon, Southwold

Age UK link Contact: Maritza Simpson

01986 872990

Doctor’s Surgery

01986 874618

NHS (non-emergency)

111

Police (non-emergency)

101

Waveney District Council

01502 562111
01986 873162

Greenbank

1355-1415

Lower Park Walk

1420-1435

Valley Close

1440-1500

When you have a minor injury but don’t need to go to
A&E, use the Minor Injuries Units instead.
Minor injuries include minor cuts, burns, sprains,
grazes, foreign objects in eyes, nose or ears, bites, stings
and minor head injuries. Minor illnesses are not treated
at Minor Injuries Units.
Minor injury services are run by experienced
emergency nurses at:

01986 873117
gavelcroft@gmail.com

Valley Farm

01986 835895
01986 874028
01986 892428

MINOR INJURIES UNITS

HOLTON B&Bs

01986 835734
info@thelordnelsonholton.co.uk

The Hot Meal Service
Taxi – Ginge
Cundy’s Dairy

Calling every 4 weeks on Fridays 13 Nov, 11 Dec

The Village Hall is also available for private functions
and is licensed for the sale of alcohol.
Please contact the Letting Officers,
Wayne or Emma Saunders:
Tel: 01986 835922 or email:
holtonandblyfordvillagehall@hotmail.com

The Lord Nelson
Inn

01986 872829

MOBILE LIBRARY TIMETABLE

Monday 9.00 - 3.00pm
Tuesday 9.00 - 12.00pm
Wednesday 9.00 - 3.00pm
Friday 9.00 - 3.00pm

Gavelcroft

Private Hire – DRF Transport

− Halesworth Local Office

Term time only
Pre-School

Newspapers – Patrick’s

01986 872134
01986 872761
01986 873772
01986 875229

OTHER USEFUL LOCAL NUMBERS

DEADLINE DATE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE IS:

Art Group

01986 873045
07732 048837

Holton Animal Feeds
Foot Care Practitioner - Jane
Parker, TCFPC dip.
Market Fields Farm Shop
Holton Road Garden Centre
Holton Road Cafe

Cutlers Hill Surgery, Bungay Road, Halesworth
Open from : 8:30 am to 6:00 pm, Monday to Friday
(not Bank Holidays)

Tel: 01986 874618
Beccles Hospital, St Mary’s Road, Beccles
Open from : 8:00 am to 8:00 pm every day

Tel: 01502 719820
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