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HALESWORTH  BRANCH 

CANCER RESEARCH UK. 

NEARLY NEW and JUMBLE SALE 

AT 

HOLTON VILLAGE HALL 

ON 

SATURDAY  15TH OCTOBER 

10am - 12pm 

Free Entry 

Light Refreshments, Books, Bric-a-brac, 
Toys etc. 

Please come along - we are grateful for 
your support 

Thank you 

VILLAGE HALL UPDATE 
At our last committee meeting some exciting plans for 

fund raising and social get togethers were made. Our 
new member, Wendy Mendham, has some great ideas 
and these are being put into practice as soon as 
possible. By now you should have received a flyer 
outlining activities over the next few months. More 
details of these are printed elsewhere in these pages.  
Do please support events.  Without your support the 
hall will have to close – probably next year. This would 
be extremely sad and yet another feature of the village 
will be lost.  We can’t let that happen. 

Our next fundraisers are The Big Breakfast on 4th 
September, Pop-up Pub on the 10th and the Fashion 
Show on the 15th, which promises to be an exciting 
evening. Tickets are £6 (to include a glass of wine or 
soft drink with nibbles) and are available from Helen 
Fensom on 873575. 

Unfortunately we’ve had to postpone the Backwoods 
Band gig which should have been held on 26th 
November but this date clashes with the Christmas 
Lights Switch-on in Halesworth and Southwold. It is 
now anticipated to hold this event in the Spring. Watch 
this space! 

We have a good number of Tote members but we 
always welcome more so if you missed joining, or re-
joining in July please complete the form on page 11. 
You can join at any time during the year and only pay 
for the months left to run in the Tote year (July to 
June), eg if you join in November you only pay £8 (£1 
per month). 

Please do support the Village Hall. It may not be 
around much longer.  The situation is very serious. 

Jim Watts – Chair: 835752 
Philip Mills – Treasurer: 875932 
Helen Fensom – Secretary: 873575 

35th RIDE AND STRIDE 

FOR SUFFOLK HISTORIC 

CHURCHES TRUST 
Saturday 10th Sept  9am – 5pm 

 Thousands of individuals, families and groups of all 
ages, will take part in the annual "ride and stride" on 
Saturday 10 September 2016, and are planning their 
routes and signing up sponsors from now until bike 
ride day. Sponsor forms are now available in Suffolk 
churches or from the Trust (www.shct.org.uk), and 
riders and walkers choose which local church will 
receive half of their sponsor money. The remainder 
goes to SHCT to be given out as grants for essential 
repairs. Riders can also collect sponsorship via Just 
Giving at www.justgiving.com/  

Routes are decided by each cyclist (or walker), 
incorporating stops at some of over 500 Suffolk 
places of worship that will be open to receive them 
and cyclists and walkers can get more information 
from their local church or by contacting the SHCT 
Secretary on 01787 883884. Alternatively find out 
more by going to www.shct.org.uk/  

Jackie is your local contact for Holton. She can 
provide sponsor forms and a list of churches open in 
Suffolk. If you would like to ride in a group, you are 
very welcome to join Jim and Jackie for the day. We 
aim to visit about 10-15 churches and cover approx. 
20 miles. Ring us before the day please! 

 If you would like to take part and need to know 
more about the event, please contact me on 01986 
835752.  

Jackie Watts 

VACANCY 
 Cleaner required for Holton and Blyford Village 
Hall. To apply for this paid post, please contact 

 Helen Fensom on 01986 873575. 

QUIZ NIGHT 
WITH HARVEST PLOUGHMAN'S 

SUPPER 
HOLTON VILLAGE HALL 

THURSDAY 13TH OCTOBER 
7pm for 7.30pm start 

£6 per person. Teams of up to six 
Bring your own drinks 

To book, ring 01986 874 622 
For St Peter's Church funds 
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Holton is a great village – I have lived here for over 
30 years and am proud of the friendly people who live 
here and their attitude to others. 

As a community we lack some of the traditional 
elements but we do have a quite splendid Village Hall 
which together with the residents of Blyford was the 
subject of a major fund raising effort to get in the first 
place! 

Which is why I have joined the VH committee – to 
try to do something about the situation, as explained by 
Helen elsewhere. 

Together with Alison Cackett we have got together a 
programme of events and “happenings” to try to 
persuade you to join in! 

Kicking off with The GREAT HOLTON 
BREAKFAST on Sunday 4th September from 9.30am, 
why not try someone else’s cooking and just enjoy! 
Full English Breakfast just £7 - children under 13 - £4. 

We may have lost our Pub but we can still get 
together as a Village at the Pop up Pub on Saturday 
10th September with some great live music too thanks 
to Stuart Holman. 

Then there is the Fashion Show on Thursday 15th 
September with great bargains from Top High Street 
Stores.  Doors open at 7pm for a 7.30pm start. 

Finally in September, on 22nd we are delighted to 
welcome the River Hundred Folk Band for a Ceilidh, 
there will be a bar, refreshments and a raffle. 

So we have catered for your inner “person” with the 
breakfast, your thirst for music with the Pop up Pub, 
clothed you from the Fashion Show, then danced the 
excess weight of at the Ceilidh all in one month. 

The full future programme for the three months 
September – November is below, however, if there are 
things you would like to have put on at the Hall just 
let me know! 

Wendy Mendham 
872590 

HOLTON AND BLYFORD VILLAGE HALL EVENTS 

HOLTON’S BIG BREAKFAST 
SUNDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER 

FROM 9.30AM 

HOLTON & BLYFORD VILLAGE HALL 

FULL ENGLISH BREAKFAST  

ADULT £7 - CHILD £4 

ALL WELCOME - JUST TURN UP 



 We have a 1000ft2 showroom of furniture, 

 We buy and sell second-hand and country furniture, 

 Undertake house and shed clearances, 

 Strip furniture and doors, 

 Repair and polish furniture, 

 Paint furniture and doors, 

 We can also make furniture from reclaim and much more! 

Come and have a look! 

Units 9&10, The Old Airfield Site, 
Holton, Halesworth IP19 8NH 

Telephone Justin on:  
01986 874277 

or 07767 861401 

Opening Times 
Monday-Friday: 9am - 5.30pm 

Saturday: 9am - 2pm 

3 

CHURCH SECURITY 
On Friday 5th August there was an unsuccessful 

attempt to break into the key-safe which houses the 
church safe key, as well as minor disorder in the 
church. This has been reported to the police. There 
have been occasional disturbances in the church 
during the past year, which have usually been 
attributed to children but may not be caused by them. 

We have therefore agreed that the key will no 
longer be kept in the key-safe. 

The church is a valued village building which is 
available for anyone who wants to go in and be quiet 
for a while. We hope to be able to keep it open 
during the day for this purpose, as well as for regular 
worship. If you pass the church, we would be 
grateful if you could go in to check that there is 
nobody there who means mischief. Children are 
welcome, but preferably not in groups who are 
unattended by an adult. 

Thank you for your support and concern. 
Jackie Moulson, John Hewlett, Churchwardens 

HOLTON SCHOOL NEWS 
KS2 pupils worked very hard towards 

their summer performance of The 
Tempest which was performed on 2 
successive days to appreciative family 
and friends.  The actors from Red Kites 
were incredibly confident and were 
ably supported by the lovely singing 
from Kestrels. 

To celebrate their leaving the school 
all Year 6 pupils along with 3 staff attended Lattitude 
on the last Friday of term. They all had a great day and 
many thanks to Friends for helping with the cost. 

The following Monday Friends 
paid for the whole school to go to 
Southwold for the day and we all 
set off in glorious weather and 
spent the day on the beach 
digging holes, paddling and 
generally enjoying ourselves 
before having an ice cream and returning to Holton, 
tired and sandy! Again thanks to Friends for paying for 
this trip. Many thanks too to Friends who have also 
agreed to donate £1,500 to buy new books for 
classroom and library use for the whole school.    

On the Wednesday of that week Sports afternoon was 
held and again we were blessed with good weather and 
a good turn out from supporting families. 

On the last day of term we sadly said goodbye to 
Miss Pignon who is leaving Holton to move on to teach 
at a school in Brazil. At a 
moving assembly Mrs Righton 
paid tribute to the hard work, 
dedication and sense of fairness 
to everyone that she had brought 
to the school. Various gifts were 
presented including some very 
useful new luggage, a paperweight with the school logo 
on it and a “leaver’s” hoodie. 

Later in the day we held the traditional leavers’ 
assembly when all the Year 6 pupils gave us a wide 
range of performances, showcasing their individuality 
– including comedy, sport and music.  Following their 
time at Holton we hope they are all well prepared for 
the next stage in education and we wish them all well 
in their various high schools. 

Many thanks to everyone who supported the recent 
sponsored cycle/walk in any way, over £1,000 was 
raised. Friends are already planning a quiz for the new 
term, which as before will be held in Chinny’s 
(possibly in October) – look out for posters. 

We hope all our families have enjoyed spending 
quality time together during the holidays and have 
made the most of the good weather. Many thanks too to 
all the staff at school who work so hard throughout the 
year and who have also been at school during the 
holidays preparing for the new academic year. As you 
may have notice there has been work carried out on the 
school buildings during the holidays with some energy 
efficient windows being fitted and a new entrance door 
to Red Kites class which gives access to our new small 
group area in that room.  

For more information and photos about the school 
please visit the school website.  

Alison Hyden 
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HELL IN THE STREET, HOLTON 
On the night of the 20th July the village and 

surrounding districts suffered at the hands of the most 
violent wind and rain storm in living memory. In the 
space of fifteen minutes 
the rainfall was so 
torrential it blocked all of 
the drains on the Beccles 
Road down to the junction 
with Bungay Road. The 
road became a river and 
the water was nearly 250 
mm deep at the road 
junction. Local residents are aware that self-help is 
required to prevent household flooding. Thunder and 
lightning together with incredibly strong winds had 
deterred residents from venturing out to clear the drains 
which should have stopped 
their houses flooding. I was 
soaked to the skin just 
running to my shed to get 
essential tools and had 
gone indoors to put on 
swimming trunks and 
garden slip-ons, as there 
was no point in wearing 
anything else in such conditions, when there was a 
frantic knocking on my window which turned out to be 
Maxine Ellis summoning help to prevent further 
damage to property. Miraculously the rain stopped 
after 15 minutes. The gull 
was two thirds full and the 
road was a raging torrent. 
So I joined in with my 
neighbours and began 
systematically clearing the 
drains and in five minutes 
we had the situation under 
control. The water 
subsided very quickly once the drains were cleared and 
the Highways Department of the County Council have 
undertaken to install improved drainage as a priority. 
Clearing all the road drains up the Beccles Road took a 
little longer with a volunteer assisting me. 

I don't intend to mention properties but at least 4 
houses reported internal flooding. This is the first such 
event in twenty or so years, but the road drains block 
every time there is a torrential downpour due to tree 
foliage from the trees in Beccles Road quickly 
clogging up the drain inlets. 

I would like to thank the several volunteers who 
came out to help and extend my sympathy to those of 
you that had the water in. Unfortunately the water was 
contaminated with sewage because the foul drains 
were issuing sewage as they couldn't cope with the 
flow of surface water. Everyone involved was advised 
to take a shower when they went home. 

To finish on a plea: motorists should not drive 
through flood water regardless as this raise the water 
level between 100 and 200mm and can be the 
difference between a home being flooded and staying 
safe. A big thank you to those that drove sensibly and 
to the thoughtless few, please try harder next time, 
(heaven forbid). 

Local footpath no.2 - the Pit. 
The County Council are apparently dealing with this. 

A thank you to the person who took the 
initiative to fill in the ravine in the 
footpath. However the Contractor 
reported he was abused on site by 
several persons which never helps as a 
contractor is just an agent acting on 
behalf of the Council. Also he intended 
to bring in large hardcore as infill in 
attempt to mitigate the problem in the 

future. If this happens the job will cost even more 
when Councils have cut expenditure to the bone.  

PS. Volunteers were all over 65 years old save one. 
Let's hope the young ones never need our help. But it 
was good to experience a deal of community spirit in 
the circumstances. 
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CHURCH NEWS AND EVENTS 

POP-IN PARLOUR 
Summer is over and Autumn is upon us which means 

that Pop-In Parlour is back! Our first lunch is on Friday 
2nd September in St Peter's Room from 12 noon until 
1pm, and again on Friday 7th October. Come when 
you want and we will serve you soup, bread, cheese, 
pickles & chutneys, and tea or coffee all for only 
£3.00. Enjoy our homemade soups in good company, 
you may even make new friends. 

HARVEST 

On the 9th October we will be celebrating the 
Harvest, not just the obvious grain harvest but all the 
vegetables and fruits of the earth, animal husbandry 
and the meat, milk and eggs that gives us, the harvest 
of the sea, and also the mineral harvest of the earth. 
And we give thanks to God for all those involved in 
supplying our needs. 

After the service we will be having a bring-and-share 
lunch; if you would like to join us please contact Jill 
Hewlett on 01986 875 913. 

QUIZ NIGHT 
WITH HARVEST PLOUGHMAN'S SUPPER 

HOLTON VILLAGE HALL 

THURSDAY 13TH OCTOBER 

7pm for 7.30pm 

£6 per person. Teams of up to six 
Bring your own drinks 

To book, ring 01986 874 622 
For St Peter's Church funds 

FLOWER FESTIVAL REPORT 
John and I missed the Flower Festival week-end 

although we did manage to each do an arrangement, so 
on the Monday we went to church to check out whether 
all was well with our arrangements. Well, we were 
quite amazed at how wonderful the church looked. 
Every year seems to be better and better. The theme, 
Childhood Memories, had really got the little grey cells 
working and everyone had excelled themselves. It was 
interesting to see that so many memories were 
connected with the great outdoors! Climbing trees, 
being at the sea-side, camping, cycling and so much 
more. I wonder what today's youngsters will remember 
most? 

Everyone we spoke to said that it was such a happy 
two days with so much pleasure being given and all 
rounded off with a Songs of Praise service on the 
Sunday evening conducted by Revd Jan Bunday. 

Thanks must go to Dot Booley and Helen Knevett 
who got everyone organised and to all who arranged 
flowers, served teas, made cakes, and staffed stalls and 
all of you for coming to enjoy it all. 

All this effort and enjoyment raised over £1,000.00 
for St Peter's Church funds! 

ST PETER'S CHURCH, HOLTON 

 

CHURCH SERVICES 

SEPTEMBER 

4th Sept   9.30am   Team Eucharist and St Mary's 
Church Patronal Festival, Halesworth 
6.30pm   Evening Prayer 

11th Sept  6.30pm  Team Evensong 

18th Sept   11.15am Iona Morning Worship 

25th Sept   11.15am Eucharist 

OCTOBER 

2nd Oct   9.30am Team Eucharist at St Mary's 
Church, Halesworth 
6.30pm  Evening Prayer 

9th Oct   11.15am HARVEST FESTIVAL 

16th Oct   11.15am  Iona Morning Worship 

23rd Oct  11.15am  Eucharist 

30th Oct    All Saints Sunday, service times and 
venues TBA 

Please check the latest ‘Team Times’ for full Service 
details as these can change. 
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BAR OPEN ALL DAY EVERYDAY 
Food Served: All day Sat & Sun, 

Mon - Fri 12 - 2.30pm 
and 6 - 9pm 

Takeaway Fish & Chips available 
every night. 

Call Shaun or Lauren to book on: 

01502 478404  
or email: shaunpdoig@gmail.com 

 HOLTON PARISH COUNCIL 
DRAFT MINUTES OF A MEETING  HELD ON 

WEDNESDAY 13TH JULY 2016  
PRESENT: Councillors D Fosdike (Chair), M 
Hart, R Stephenson, G Cackett, N Kerridge. Cllr A 
Cackett (WDC). 1 member of the public. 
PUBLIC FORUM 
Concerns regarding grass cutting and the fact that 
when cut it was messy and not collected.  
Problems with vision impairment when turning left up 
Beccles Road due to cars parked. 
However, the drop off zone at the school seems to be 
working. 
APOLOGIES – Cllrs D Davis, M Jones, Tony 
Goldson (SCC),  
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETINGS 
25th May 2016 Annual Parish Council Meeting 
25th May 2016 Annual Council Meeting – both 
approved, all in favour. 
INTERNAL  AUDIT REPORT 

The Internal Audit Report was discussed, the only 
issue was the requirement for the Business Saver 
Statements to be obtained monthly, currently 
quarterly.  External Audit information to be sent of in 
the next week. It was agreed that signatories would 
approach the bank to rectify this. The Internal Audit 
report was agreed and accepted. 
CLERK’S POST 

The Chairman advised that an advert has been 
submitted to the Community News and also been 
placed on their website as well as being submitted on 
the SALC website, the closing date being 19th August 
2016.  The process was agreed for the Panel and that 
they would decide on interviewees.  Panel to be 
composed of Cllrs Fosdike, Jones and Cackett.  
PARKING ISSUES AROUND THE SCHOOL 

The Clerk advised that a letter had been received 
from the PCC explaining that they would not be happy 
for the Paddock to be used for parking.  The village 
hall grassed area had been damaged by builders 
parking.  Clerk stated that she would contact 
Wellington and ask them to rectify the damage.  Some 
discussion was had regarding double yellow lines in 
Beccles Road, and waiting restrictions in other areas, 
some discussion had already taken place with the 
School and Country Council with regard to action to 
be taken. 

The Parish Council agreed to propose to Suffolk 
County Council that double yellow lines by placed on 
Beccles Road up to the church entrance, and also 
requested a letter to parents advising of the dangers of 
parking in this area due to poor visibility at the 
junction.  Cllr Fosdike to contact the school regarding 
the letter. 
PLAY AREA UPDATE 

Remedial works were discussed and still awaiting a 
quote from Waveney Norse. The fencing around the 
site was discussed and Land Registry documentation 
had been obtained to establish ownership of the 
fencing.  It was agreed that the Clerk would contact 
WDC Housing regarding the ownership of the fencing 
next to the bungalow fronting Bungay Road and also 
write to the owner of the Bungalow at the top of the 
site advising that the documentation advised that they 
were responsible for the fence and it could set a 
precedence if HPC paid towards it.   

DISTRICT EYE VIEW 
Well the summer holidays are nearly over, and like 

some of you, I have had my family to stay.  I hope you 
have all enjoyed your summer breaks.  But the summer 
holidays unlike government does not mean that we 
Councillors stop working.   

I am glad to say that the unsightly containers have 
now been removed from the Old Sawmill Site.  I have 
also been supporting your District Councillors, and 
Town Council in Halesworth as regards the Free 1hr 
Parking.  Please do not abuse this as you will ultimately 
be paying for it, whether you live in Halesworth or the 
Villages and we would like it to continue. 

There have been various Council meetings including 
the Planning Committee, in fact due to so many 
applications we have had two meetings in August. 

The process of consultation on Parishing of Lowestoft 
and the possible merger with Suffolk Coastal are still 
ongoing and also the Devolution of Government 
funding etc down to Councils in East Anglia.   

If anyone should wish to discuss any of these issues or 
anything else for that matter that I may help with then 
do not hesitate to contact me, I will do my best to assist 
you. 

Regards 
Councillor Alison Cackett 

acackett@eastsuffolk.gov.uk 

PLANNING APPLICATION 
DC/16/2679/TCA – Halfpenny, Bungay Road, Holton 
Reduce Bird Cherry, remove cross branches and dead 
branches. No objections subject to neighbours 
comments.  

Reminder that all grant applications should be in for 
September meeting  
DATE OF NEXT MEETING - Wednesday 7th  
September 2015. Future meetings: 9th November, 
4th January, 8th March 2017. 

Alison Cackett 
Clerk to Holton Parish Council 
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LATITUDE 2016 
I am a great music lover as my hundreds of vinyl 

albums (starting with Sandie Shaw’s Greatest Hits 
in 1969 for 15 shillings!) and hundreds more CDs 
since the late 1980’s will attest. Unsurprisingly it 
follows that I’ve seen many of these artistes in 
concert over the past 4 or 5 decades. But I’ve never 
been to a Festival. Why would that be?  I have to 
say none of the following appealed: the loos, 
camping, bad weather and mud, the loos, the 
crowds, the performers mere pinpricks on a distant 
horizon, the sound lost in the open air, oh, and the 
loos…proper misery, eh? So, when the chance to go 
to Latitude arose I had mixed feelings – it’s just 
down the road, there looked to be some interesting 
acts on the bill, there’s no need to camp or glamp 
pitted against all the above negatives. 

Well, I have to say I was mega impressed. Luckily 
with some very pleasant weather in this erratic 
summer of ours, it really did come across as a well 
organised and chilled event. We went twice over the 
weekend, the first time by bike, both times just for a 
few hours so we could sample Latitude’s wares for 
the first time. True, the promised bike racks were 
nowhere to be seen and the stewards had no idea 
when asked (probably because they were from all 
parts of the country bar Suffolk) but it was no 
problem to find a safe and secure place to lock them 
up. Encouraged by the non-existent queues of traffic 
on the A145 and A12 and large areas for parking 
once inside Henham Park, we drove on our second 
visit. On the 20 minute walk through to the main 
stage area it became evident that this was a festival 
for all generations, young through to the not so long 
young let’s say. And the range of diverse stalls and 
food outlets was immense – little chance of going 
hungry or dry here. As for the performances 
themselves, there was a big selection to choose 
from. I hadn’t realised and was pleasantly surprised 
to find how rigid the show timings would be. This 
allowed for some pretty accurate pre planning pre 
arrival to ensure one didn’t miss a chosen act. 
Highlights for us were Christine and The Queens, hi 
octane electro pop, good songs well sung with hi 
energy dancing thrown in for good measure – a star 
in the making. And over on the comedy stage the 
more established Mark Steel proved most 
entertaining, mining the rich seam for comics 
currently of post Brexit England. He was followed, 
though, by our other highlight, Bill Bailey. His 
performance bordered on genius – funny, topical, 
musical, alternative, mainstream…often all at the 
same time! I’d also give honourable mentions to 
Laura Mvula, even if she had to compete with a 
nearby, far rockier, stage and Michael Kiwanuka, 
whose songs suited the mellow Suffolk summer mid
-afternoon. 

All in all then, a good experience which pleasantly 
surprised me and one which we’ll hope to repeat in 
future years. But…I cheated, didn’t I? I didn’t 
camp, it didn’t rain, it wasn’t muddy….and I didn’t 
sample the loos! 

John Beckett 

BLYFORD & SOTHERTON  

PARISH COUNCIL 
DRAFT MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 

COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 4TH JULY 2016 
PRESENT: Councillors G Walker(Chair ), S 
Macdonald, G Dunsire, J Beckett and Cllr A Cackett 
(WDC) 
APOLOGIES – Cllr M Jackson, R Parry, B Martin 
and Cllr T Goldson, Police 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON:  
23rd May 2016 Annual Parish Council Meeting 
23rd May 2016 Annual Council Meeting – both 
approved, all in favour. 
CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLOR 

Mr John Beckett, Blyvue, Southwold Road, Blyford. 
IP19 9JU agreed to stand as a Councillor.  He was co-
opted onto the Parish Council and signed his 
Declaration of Office.  Proposed by SM/Seconded by 
GD. All in favour.  
INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT   

The Clerk advised the Council that there were a few 
issues with the audit which had now been rectified.  An 
explanation letter and documents would be sent to 
BDO in the next week or so.  

Internal Audit accepted. Proposed by GW/Seconded 
by JB.  
ROAD INVESTMENT STRATEGY 

Documentation had been received from the Highways 
Agency with a consultation regarding the trunk roads 
in the area.  The main problems were with the A12 
between Ipswich and Lowestoft which are not 
included. 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS/DECISIONS 

DC/16/1937/LBC – Sotherton Hall, Kings lane, 
Sotherton. Adaptation of existing outbuilding for use as 
an artist’s home studio including addition of two 
windows and a roof light. No objections. 
HIGHWAYS ISSUES 

Various discussions regarding road works proposed, 
there was a hope that these would be completed before 
Latitude started so as to reduce disruption on the 
Sotherton Corner. 
REPORTS  
Cllr A Cackett – She explained about Devolution, and 
the implications and consultation.  She also explained 
about the possible merger between Waveney/Suffolk 
Coastal, discussions were still on going. 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING - 5th September 2016. 
Future meetings: 14th November, 10th January 

Alison Cackett 
Clerk to Blyford & Sotherton Parish Council 

GREAT NEWS! 

One hour free parking has 
returned to the Thoroughfare 
car park as of 1st August 
2016. 

Please use this free facility 
fairly, purchasing additional 
parking time if required. 

 



MARKET FIELDS  
FARM SHOP 

AT 
HOLTON ROAD GARDEN CENTRE 

 FROZEN VEGETABLES, FRUITS AND READY 
MEALS FROM FIELDFARE 

 FRESHLY FROZEN FISH  
FROM LOWESTOFT 

 LOCAL HOMEMADE CAKES 

Special offers on Beers and Wines! 
 FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES 

 FRESH & FROZEN MEAT FROM 
CLARKE BUTCHERS, BRAMFIELD 

SELECTION OF GIFTS AVAILABLE   
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

EASY PARKING & LOADING 

Tel: 01986 872134 

8 

THE ONGOING B1123 SOUTHWOLD 

ROAD SAGA 
Since my article in the March/April Holton Post things 

have been moving apace on this issue. 
Following the meeting last November 2015 at the 

Queen’s Head and a subsequent discussion at a Parish 
Council meeting this spring, a further gathering was 
convened by Alastair Macfarlane, Vice Chairman, Four 
Town’s Crime Prevention Team, Suffolk Constabulary. 
This took place on the 9th July again at The Queen’s 
Head and was attended by over 20 local residents. 
Whilst the main issue of concern is the speeding through 
the village, the other related issues of safe cycling and 
walking from one end of the village to the other and the 
flouting of the weight limit by heavy vehicle drivers on 
the road were also discussed. 

Many specific instances were proffered displaying a 
real level of concern regarding safety. These included 
the vibrations, often at early hours, of heavy vehicles 
affecting houses close to the road as well as damage to 
property (whether by displaced flood water because of 
blocked drains or strewn gravel as a result of the 
ineffectual surface dressing) were described. The 
efficacy or otherwise of VAS Signs (Vehicle Activated 
Signs) was pondered. It was agreed that VAS signs did 
slow traffic down, in that you it makes the driver think 
and be aware of their speed.  However if they become 
permanent the effectiveness of the sign diminishes with 
familiarity.  The data collected from these signs can be 
accessed from the police and residents should be able to 
see the results enabling all to ascertain if there is a 
pattern at certain times of the day when vehicles are 
travelling at inappropriate speeds. It was decided to ask 
the Parish Clerk of Blyford and Sotherton Parish 
Council to produce the data for perusal by Parish 
Council members and public. 

Suggestions that gained a lot of traction included the 
following:  
 Extending the 30mph speed limit from Holton to the 

Blyford sign, near Church Farm. Although, it is 
understood that to alter the position of the 30mph 
sign would need a Traffic Regulation Order to make 
it legal.  This is likely to prove expensive and would 
need a proposal from the Parish Council to County 
Council. This expense could be borne by an increase 
in the annual precept of the Parish Council. 

 A 40mph speed limit from Holton to the existing 
30mph in Blyford and 40mph to the Blyford sign 
near Church Farm. 

 More than one VAS sign to record speeds and data. 
 There was a strong feeling from those attending this 

meeting that all attempts must be made to enforce the 
speed limit, as the sense of community and quality of 
life of the village is being compromised 

 The necessity of safe passage to the church and pub 
was also strongly expressed 

 Other villages have adopted a speed watch group, to 
capture speed of traffic with a hand held camera. 
Why not Blyford? 

Amongst the conclusions: 
 It was agreed to ask Blyford and Sotherton Parish 

Council to access data from the VAS sign from the 
SNT (Safer Neighbourhood Team). 

 To ask the Parish Council to put together a report 
asking for a survey by County Council engineers on 

road safety in Blyford, with a view to extending the 
speed limit from Holton to Blyford sign near 
Church Farm. 

 To research viability of a footpath to the Church and 
Pub. 

 It was agreed to compile a questionnaire to be 
distributed to all Blyford residents (and other local 
people who use the church/pub) on speeding issues 
and any other concerns about village life they have.  
The questionnaire was available from a stall at 
Blyford Fete at the Queens Head on Saturday 13 
August. Over 20 were completed and an analysis of 
the responses will follow. If you missed completing 
one and would like to do so, do contact me via the 
Holton Post or via email johnbeck55@gmail.com 

One excellent upshot of this campaign has been how 
it has brought the residents of Blyford together. Many 
of us had not met before even if we only live a stone’s 
throw apart. It was agreed that we needed to meet again 
in September to discuss any progress, hopefully with 
the Queen’s Head happy to host this.   

The date of next Parish Council meeting is on 
Monday 5 September 2016 at 7.30pm at the Holton and 
Blyford Village Hall (upstairs). 

It is essential that as many members as possible of the 
locally affected public attend these meetings, so that 
we all keep informed and can raise relevant issues.  
Minutes and Agenda of meetings are posted on the 
notice board near the council houses in Blyford a few 
days before the meeting.  Minutes can also be read in 
this organ.  

I sense the campaign has gained real momentum now 
with many having long suffered with the dangers of the 
road. Of course, we could be cynical to think that little 
will be done but I think there are some determined 
voices shouting aloud now making positive progress 
and change inevitable. 

John Beckett 
 

                                                                                



Donations can also be left at the back of Holton Church 
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WHICH GEAR 

This month I am writing a very short review on the 
Ford Focus Titanium as I wish to pass on a report on 
my recent visit to British Columbia. 

I am grateful to Messrs Hammonds (Ford) for finding 
me a niche model, the TITANIUM, equipped with the 
1500 cc Eco engine. Basically the Eco bit means that 
the engine has been designed to reduce harmful 
emissions to the environment. Most of my readers will 
be familiar with the recently face lifted model which 
reminds me of the Aston Martin look from the front.  

Ford now offer a selection of engines ranging from 
1000cc to 2300cc. I was looking for a sporty 
performance without the ostentatious look. I wanted to 
be reminded of my Escort Mexico I owned in 1974 
(which had I kept it would have been worth £10000 
more than the Focus) . On paper the the Focus should 
have been extremely quick - 0-60 somewhere in the 
region of 7 seconds from a 180 HP petrol engine, with 
a top speed of around 140 mph. Hardly worth buying 
the Focus ST I thought. 

The drive demonstrated the cars muscle: it was fast, 
but not so furious you wouldn't lend it to you mother, 
but too fast for an ambitious teenager. The engine had 
so much torque that you need not change gear that 
often around here. Personally I would not bother with 
the optional automatic gearbox. Economy on my short 
drive is difficult to assess: the gauge said 31.3 mpg but 
that was all my 1.0 litre focus recorded when driven on 
short journeys. But the increase in power is really 
satisfying and the overall finish of the car is now up 
with the best of them. Until I get the opportunity to 
drive the ST version I am unable to state which I would 
go for as there may not be a great deal of difference in 
the price, which of course depends upon how you 
specify your vehicle. 

Once again, my thanks to Messrs Hammonds, 
Halesworth. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA, CANADA 
This trip proved to be extremely interesting as I had 

no previous experience of huge mountain ranges and 
high altitudes that would make me breathless.  

Arriving at Vancouver, which was memorable for its 
cute water taxis and English type climate and 
cleanliness, we were introduced to the red hand, white 
walker light, and the seconds countdown to cross the 
road. No jay walking here! Of course the modern city 
is comparatively young and as yet unspoilt. We moved 
onto Victoria Island via an interesting ferry trip and 
visited the most beautiful gardens I have ever seen. 
The Butchart Gardens. Discreet views down to the sea. 
Then back to the mainland and up to Whisler, a 

famous ski resort. 
Second week in June 
and people were still 
skiing!  

Saw the bear in the 
photo which had 
come in from the 
wild (hence the light 
fence). There were 
two rescued cubs 
who lived in a huge acreage with a safety fence for 
the public.  The children were asked to sing and they 
wandered over to graze by us!. And it snowed . So if 
you visit, dress for all seasons. Trees: no shortage, 
you need never buy fuel for your wood burner: piles 
of it on river banks, beaches, and in the forests. 
Visited mountain resorts on the journey through to 
Banff and saw Brown Bears, Grizzly Bears, moose 
etc. Apparently we were extremely lucky (and also 
lucky not to get poked in the eye with a selfie stick!) 
to see our range of wildlife, but then we had clear 
weather. Be warned, if you get mist you will not see 
much in the mountains. 

For the motorist, I picked up on the fact that 
European cars sell for less there  Ford and other 
manufactures make an interesting collection of 
vehicles unseen here, and there is a culture of "my 
truck’s bigger than your truck" with 5 litre vehicles 
being nothing unusual. But the petrol is so cheap at 
60 pence a litre. So cheap in fact that only transport 
trucks seem to run on diesel. 

No Simon Ford this issue. He's off in search of the 
sun! 

PS. Suggest you go online to see these pictures in 
colour. 

From Our Motoring Correspondent 



Unit 1, High Trees Farm, HOLTON, HALESWORTH 

Telephone: Halesworth 875452  
(mobile 0789 5337096) 

Est. 1985 

●  Servicing ●  Repairs 
●  Timing Belts Fitted 

●  All makes -  Petrol or Diesel 
● Pre MOT checks 

●  Preparation for and submission to  
MOT Tests 

●  Welding Repairs 
● Clutches Fitted 

● Classic Cars 
●  Free collection & delivery in the 

Halesworth area 

GARY ROBINSON 
MOTOR ENGINEERS 

HOLTON AND BLYFORD VILLAGE 

HALL TOTE WINNERS 

New members are always welcome. Please contact 
Helen Fensom on 01986 873575 for further details.  

Result of the draw on 12th July was as follows: 

1st No. 99 Bryan Collett £25 

2nd No. 64 Marjorie Handley £10 

3rd No. 116 Philip Chapman £5 

4th No. 127 Mr J Martin £5 

Result of the draw on 9th August was as follows: 

1st No. 75 Margaret Veasey £25 

2nd No. 83 Mrs Thurlow £10 

3rd No. 60 John Hewlett £5 

4th No. 160 Phil Stevens £5 
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HOLTON ANIMAL FEEDS  

Feed for chickens, goats, sheep, 
horses, birds, dogs, cats, fish and 

small animals.  

Dog food from £8.99. 

 Dog, cat and small animal accessories - everything 
you need for your pets under one roof 

Layer pellets/mash £7.99, Mixed Corn £5.00 - 20 kg 

Bags of Hay & Straw, also bales.  

Animal bedding and large range of wild bird feeds. 

Hydrosoft Salt Tablets £6.29 for 25kg. 

Salt blocks £4.00 per pack. 

OPENING TIMES 
Mon-Sat 9am - 5pm 

Mandafield, Sparrowhawk Road, Upper 
Holton, Halesworth  IP19 8NH 

Telephone: 01986 873045 

NOW AVAILABLE: 
PAWS AND CLAWS 

Dog Grooming, microchipping, claw cutting, 
anal glands for all small animals, cats and dogs. 

 ARE YOU 

REGISTERED 

TO VOTE?  
Were you able to take part in the elections on 5th 

May and the EU Referendum on 23rd June? Or did 
you find that you weren’t registered and couldn’t 
have your say? Did you know that not being 
registered can affect other things, such as your 
credit rating . . .?  

It’s important for each individual to be shown on the 
voters list, also known as the ‘Register of Electors’, so 
that they can take part in elections. The Register is also 
used for credit reference checks, meaning your credit 
rating can be affected if you’re not registered to vote.  

Each year the Elections Team at Waveney District 
Council send every household in the area a form to 
update the details for the voters list. It is a requirement 
for a form to be returned from each property so that the 
team can produce an up-to-date version of the Register 
of Electors for the coming year.  

‘Household Enquiry Forms’ were sent to every 
property in Waveney on 8th August. Each form lists the 
current registered voters for the address and a response 
is required either to confirm the information is still 
correct, or to make changes. If no return is received, 
then a reminder form will be sent followed by a 
personal canvasser visit. Returns need to be made as 
soon as possible so that a new Register of Electors can 
be produced by 1st December. 

If you have yet to make a return for your form, please 
do so urgently. If the information shown on the form is 
correct, a member of the household can confirm this 
using one of the simple automated systems (telephone 
or online), or by post. If there are changes to make to 
the information on the form then amendments can be 
made online, or on the form itself. 

Residents are urged wherever possible to make use of 
the automated and online systems to save time and 
increase efficiency, and to respond as quickly as 
possible to the form to avoid extra reminders having to 
be sent. 

Look out for your form and respond as soon as 
possible to make sure you’re registered to vote! 
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CINEMA @ THE CUT 
All films start at 7.30pm unless otherwise shown 

PROGRAMME  

SEPTEMBER 

Wed 7th Spotlight (15) 

Fri 9th Eddie The Eagle (PG) 

Wed 14th The Brand New Testament (15) 

OCTOBER 

Wed 5th Kiss Me Deadly (15) 

Thu 13th Halesworth Arts Festival Presents: 
Silent Movie: Battle of Somme  

SOUTHWOLD DECORATIVE AND  

FINE ARTS SOCIETY 
The new season is starting in September with the 

following lectures: 
Tuesday 20th September: Picasso and the Minotaur. 

Lecturer: Sarah Kelly 
Tuesday 11th October: Pipers and Tune: John and 

Myfanwy Piper and the Music of Benjamin Britten. 
Lecturer: Janet Canetty-Clarke. 

All lectures are held at 2pm in St Edmund’s Hall, 
Southwold and visitors are welcome. Other events are 
also planned so if you would like to join the society, 
please contact me on 01986 874000 or email 
southwoldfas@gmail.com 

Anne Holland 
Membership Secretary 

15th Year! 
North Suffolk’s 

Favourite Festival 
8th - 23rd October 2016 

www.halesworthartsfestival.org.uk 

 

HOLTON & BLYFORD VILLAGE HALL TOTE 
2016/2017 

 
We would like to invite you to join or renew your membership.  The fee is £1 per month.  The draw is held on 

the second Tuesday in the month. 
 
Please complete the details below and send to Helen Fensom 14 Park Walk, Holton.  Cheques should be made payable to 

Holton & Blyford Village Hall Tote. 
 
I would like to rejoin/join Holton & Blyford Village Hall Tote and enclose a cheque for £…...... 

 
Name(s):   .............................................................................................................................................................  
 
Address:    .............................................................................................................................................................  
 
 .............................................................................................................................................................................  
 
Telephone:    .........................................................................................................................................................  

WEA COURSE  
WEA Halesworth is offering a course of 7 weekly 

sessions called “An Elegant Assortment of Goods - 
Consumerism in the Long 18th Century” starting on 
Monday 3rd October from 2-4pm at Halesworth 
Library with WEA tutor Susan Mee.   

The 'long 18th century' was a time of rising 
consumerism and the acquisition of clothing and 
accessories was one of the key areas in which 
consumer demand changed. We will examine this 
phenomenon, particularly in a local context. Course 
Fee £49.00.*    

Enrol online at www.wea.org.uk, by phone on 0800 
3281060 or contact Valerie Jennings: 01986 872219 - 
v.jennings1@homecall.co.uk. 
* No fee to those in receipt of income related benefits. 



Greenbank 1345-1405 

Lower Park Walk 1410-1425 

Valley Close 1430-1450 

LOCAL SERVICES 

Holton Animal Feeds  01986 873045 

Holton Orchards 01986 873142 

Foot Care Practitioner -  Jane 
Parker, TCFPC dip. 

07732 048837  

Market Fields Farm Shop 

Holton Road Garden Centre 

Holton Road Cafe 

01986 872134  

01986 872761 

01986 873772 

Newspapers –  Patrick’s 01986 875229 

Private Hire – DRF Transport 01986 872829 

The Hot Meal Service 01986 835895 

Taxi – Ginge 01986 874028 

Cundy’s Dairy 01986 892428 

OTHER USEFUL LOCAL NUMBERS 

Doctor’s Surgery  01986 874618 

NHS (non-emergency)  111  

Police (non-emergency) 101  

Waveney District Council 01502 562111 

REGULAR ACTIVITIES  
AT THE VILLAGE HALL  

Erin Murphy Dance 
Classes 

Mondays 7.30-8.30pm 

Art Group 4th Tuesday, 2 - 5pm, except 
July, August and December 

Badminton Club Tuesdays 7.30 - 9.30pm 

U3A 3rd Tuesday in the month   

2 - 4pm 

Fear Naught Boot 
Camp 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
evening 6.30 - 7.30pm 

The Village Hall is available for private functions 
during the day and evening and is licensed  

for the sale of alcohol. 
Please contact the Letting Officer,  

Alison Cackett  tel: 01986 874442 or email: 
holtonandblyfordvillagehall@hotmail.com  

 

USEFUL INFORMATION AND CONTACTS 

Printed by Southwold Press, Reydon Business Park,  Reydon,  Southwold 

PLEASE NOTE 
OUR WEBSITE ADDRESS IS NOW: 

www.holton.onesuffolk.net 
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HOLTON B&Bs 

Gavelcroft 01986 873117 

gavelcroft@gmail.com 

The Lord Nelson 
Inn 

01986 835734 

info@thelordnelsonholton.co.uk 

Valley Farm 01986 874521 

mail@valleyfarmholton.co.uk 

MINOR  INJURIES  UNITS 

When you have a minor injury but don’t need to go to 
A&E, use the Minor Injuries Units instead. 

Minor injuries include minor cuts, burns, sprains, 
grazes, foreign objects in eyes, nose or ears, bites, stings 
and minor head injuries.  Minor illnesses are not treated 
at Minor Injuries Units. 

Minor injury services are run by experienced 
emergency nurses at: 

Cutlers Hill Surgery, Bungay Road, Halesworth 

Open from :  8:30 am to 6:00 pm, Monday to Friday   

(not Bank Holidays) 

Tel: 01986 874618 

Beccles Hospital, St Mary’s Road, Beccles 

Open from :  8:00 am to 8:00 pm every day 

Tel: 01502 719820 

HOLTON POST 

Committee/Editorial Group 

Geoff Cackett (Chairman & Advertising)  
 Tel. 874442 

Anne Holland (Treasurer & Secretary)  
 Tel. 874000 

Jackie/Jim Watts (Distribution) Tel. 835752 
Jill Hewlett Tel. 875913 
Alison Hyden Tel. 872559 
John Beckett Tel. 875259  

Email: holtonpost@gmail.com   

Website: www.holton.onesuffolk.net 
Hand deliver or post any articles or photos to:  

Geoff Cackett, Paigles, 6 The Street, Holton 
Halesworth, IP19 8PH 

DEADLINE DATE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE IS:  

Monday 17th October 2016 

  

MOBILE LIBRARY TIMETABLE 

Calling every 4 weeks on Fridays 16 Sep, 14 Oct. 


