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HOLTON  &  BLYFORD  VILLAGE  HALL  

EVENTS 
Another year at the Village Hall is well underway and 
our fundraising events got off to a cracking start with the 
wonderful Burns Night Supper. All those who attended 
will no doubt agree that it was a great night and for those 
who missed it, a repeat may be in store for next year. In 
addition, an Autumn Supper is planned for September 
which promises to be another excellent event – watch 
this space for further details. For a full report on the 
Burns Night Supper please see separate item. 
Bingo continues fortnightly with the next dates being 
14th & 28th March and 11th & 25th April commencing at 
7.30pm. These are very popular evenings and are great 
fun. Do try if you haven’t before. 
Pop-up-Pub evenings are due to be held on 29th March 
and 26th April from 7.30pm. These are always pleasant 
evenings to catch up with friends and neighbours for a 
chat and a tipple or two. Do please keep a look-out for 
our boards outside the Village Hall which confirm these 
dates. 
The Big Breakfast is being served up once again on 3rd 
March and 7th April from 9.00am. A whopping seven 
piece cooked breakfast with loads of toast and unlimited 
tea and coffee for a very reasonable £8 is an opportunity 
not to be missed. 
On Saturday 6th April there will be a Spring Craft Fair 
from 10.00am to 4.00pm which promises to be another 
exciting event. If you would like to have a stall please 
ring Wendy on 872590 to book. 
Looking forward to June we are planning to run an 
Open Gardens Weekend again. The dates are 29th and 
30th and if you would like to open your garden for us 
please contact Helen on 873575. We are hoping for a 
lovely selection of gardens again so with the days 
getting longer and hopefully warmer it will be a great 
opportunity to get your garden in show condition!! We 
also hope to have a plant stall so please think of us when 
dividing plants and sowing seeds – an extra one or two 
put to one side would help us greatly. 
Finally, our kitchen refurb will be underway soon and 
should be completed by the end of July. We are planning 

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 
CHURCH SPRING CLEAN 

ST PETER'S HOLTON 
Jill Johnson is organising a Church "Spring Clean" at St. 
Peter's Church, Holton, to take place at 10:00 on the 
13th April. As many hands make light work, Jill is 
hoping that many of our readers will turn up to assist, 
thereby shortening the time needed to finish the job. I am 
told it will have the usual social element, meaning that 
there will be tea, coffee, biscuits (all free) and lots of 
conversation.  

Please note: Holton & Blyford Post is not organising a 
Village Clean Up this year so please pick up any litter 
when you see it and put it in a bin. Thank you! 

View this newsletter IN COLOUR at holton.onesuffolk.net/holton-post 

CANCER RESEARCH  
BIG BREAKFAST  

THURSDAY 14th MARCH  

9.30am-1pm 

In our new venue 

HOLTON VILLAGE HALL  

Catch up with friends old and new over a lovely 
breakfast. 

A warm welcome to all. 

to have a larger cooking area with extraction unit together 
with a dishwasher and general updating. This will 
certainly help with catering events and perhaps be more 
attractive to prospective hirers. This is a very exciting 
project and one we are all very much looking forward to. 
Please note the hall will continue to be open for business, 
although some disruption may occur at certain times. 
PLEASE, PLEASE support your Village Hall and if you 
haven’t been to one of our events yet please do come 
along – they are all great fun and a great big thank you to 
those of you who regularly support us – it is much 
appreciated. I know it’s been said lots of times before but 
remember that if you don’t use it you might lose it! 
For any further information on events please contact 
Wendy on 01986 872590 or for any general information 
about the Village Hall or the Tote please contact Helen on 
01986 873575. 

BURNS NIGHT SUPPER 
Flushed with the success of our Gin Festival back in 
November, the Village Hall Committee decided to put on 
another ticketed event in January and we held a Burns’ 
Night supper. Eighty tickets were sold and we had a full 
house once more. The hall was decorated with tartan and 
fairy lights, and a portrait of Robbie Burns oversaw 
proceedings. The haggis was paraded around the hall and 
Mr Jim Fyfe performed the address with great aplomb, 
including a special vegetarian version he’d written 
himself!  
Three delicious home-cooked courses were served starting 
with haggis with piped neeps and tatties, followed by a 
rich beef and ale stew served with fluffy jacket potatoes 
and copious amounts of vegetables, and creamy 
Cranachan for pudding. Everyone had a tot of whisky to 
toast the haggis. A great time was had by all!  
Many thanks go to Wendy Mendham and her team of 
cooks and helpers for organising such a wonderful 
evening and for raising much-needed funds of over £1500 
towards the upkeep of the hall. 
Hilary Garner 
Chair 
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WHAT FUTURE FOR THE 88? 
Recently Konectbus announced that they will be 
withdrawing service 88 from March 31st. From March 
1st it will be cut back to a Southwold – Halesworth – 
Bungay service and then on March 31st it will be 
withdrawn completely when their contract with Suffolk 
County Council ends. Service 90 between Halesworth, 
Beccles and Southwold will also end on April 20th. 
This change will mean that there will be no through buses 
between Halesworth and Norwich. Konectbus will still be 
running the Southwold to Bungay via Halesworth route 
during March but passengers will need to change buses to 
a First bus in Bungay. 
This is clearly not good news for Halesworth or the 
villages around like ourselves with a clear threat to jobs 
and a likelihood of making the villages even more 
isolated than they already are and ever more reliant on the 
car. 
Konectbus say that "the reason that we are withdrawing 
these routes is that they continue to run at a loss. We have 
sustained losses of several million pounds in our Beccles 
based operation in the last few years.This has been 
because of the loss of contracts to other companies, the 
decline in the rural bus market and high operating costs 
and poor reliability which we have been unable to address 
at a small operation that is remote from our main 
business. We have also suffered from direct competition 
from First bus, whom most users now seem to prefer." 
I should imagine that most reacted in the same way – 
shock and upset. But is the cut justified? Do we use the 
service enough? Many of us on the Southwold Road 
regularly see empty or near empty buses go past. Is it a 
service that we like to know is there but one we only 
occasionally use? Such a provision does not sit well in 
these austere times. More pressingly what can be done in 
the immediate future given these changes are imminent? 
Suffolk County Council are aware of the situation and by 
the time this issue of the Post appears will have had a 
meeting where the issue be discussed. Also The East 
Suffolk Travellers Association  (an independent voluntary 
body for train and bus users in eastern Suffolk) held a 
meeting with the Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet 
Member for Highways, Transport and Rural Affairs, 
Mary Evans, on February 9th. 
Many of the 45 present voiced concerns that, without the 
bus, their journeys to work, college, hospital or for leisure 
purposes would not be possible or would take longer and 
cost more. 
Mrs Evans assured them that the County Council officers 
were currently talking with bus operators and added 
"There will be a service. I do not know yet what it will 
look like, but it must be sustainable. When we get a 
service up and running we shall talk to people and 
encourage them to use it. Please make sure that you all do 
the same." 
The Council's Policy Development Panel was studying 
the criteria for sponsoring a bus service. These must be 
"evidence based" including whether the bus went where 
people wanted to go, whether young people were using 
the service to get to school or college and whether the 
service fed into other bus or train services. 
It was pointed out by members of the audience that 
service 88 already connected well with train services at 
Halesworth but that it had become less reliable in recent 
months and lost business as a result. Another said that the 

Council appeared to be "wasting money" on some 
aspects of its work. 
Mrs Evans responded by giving an example of a proposal 
to save money – by ceasing to provide paper timetables 
at bus stops.Passengers could still download the 
timetables and parish councils could put up print-outs. 
This would save Suffolk County Council £100,000 a year 
(that seems an amazing amount for such a small thing!) 
which could be spent instead on sponsoring a bus 
service. 
Asked about the timescale for introducing a replacement 
for the service 88 bus, Mrs Evans said that she expected 
the County Council staff to have plans finalised by the 
end of February. It is hoped that another operator will 
agree to take over the route from the start of April. 
Could a new provider offer a more nuanced service? At 
the moment it’s once an hour on weekdays ensuring a 
link with the trains at Halesworth. But there are peaks 
and troughs in demand – Saturdays can be very busy for 
example – can a timetable be tailored to this? 
Hopefully things will be much clearer and more positive 
very soon – the loss of this service would have far 
reaching implications for us all. 
John Beckett 



3 

HOLTON SCHOOL NEWS 
We started the New Year 
by holding a farewell 
assembly for Mrs 
Frances Holman who has 
been involved with the 
school for over 40 years, 
most of them as a 
governor. Initially she 
was working full time at 

the Middle School but still found time for Holton 
however since her retirement she became even more 
involved and was a frequently at Holton in her official 
capacity as a governor or volunteering in the office. 
Pupils from every class performed poetry or songs and 
Mrs Holman was presented with gifts from the school 
community including an engraved bowl, garden 
vouchers, garden ornament and chocolates. She also 
received some beautiful hand made cards from each 
class. We now have a new chair of governors -  Mrs 
Kath Cook who is a retired head teacher and is a 
welcome addition to the governing body. 
The tea parties for grandparents are proving to be a great 
success and this term we have held them for 
grandparents of pupils in Dragons and Chimera classes. 
Dragons class have been selected to perform at Snape 
Maltings in March which will be a great experience for 
them to perform on an internationally renowned stage - 
hopefully some of the pupils will write a report for the 
next issue of the Holton Post. Dragons are having 
weekly swimming sessions this term at Bungay 
Swimming Pool and this is proving to be popular and 
successful. 
Also in the next issue of the Holton Post we will be able 
to report on a very exciting trip Miss Jackson will have 
been on to Singapore. This is an ASSET funded trip to 
enable 4 maths co-ordinators from the Academy to 
spend a week observing maths lessons in a large primary 
school there. Singapore children are amongst some of 
the best in the world at maths so she will be bringing 
back some amazing ideas to enhance the maths 
curriculum at Holton. 
Many of you will have noticed the parachute canopy 
which has recently been erected on the forest school 
site. This will help provide shelter for pupils, staff and 
helpers as forest school happens whatever the weather. 
It has been Pixies turn for the first half of the term and 
they have experienced cooking on an open fire with hot 
chocolate and bananas and chocolate. 
Friends of Holton gave all pupils and staff the 
opportunity to go to the pantomime in Southwold at the 
end of January and our pupils were complimented on 
their good behaviour. Many thanks to the staff and 
helpers who attended and a huge thank you to Friends 
for paying for this. 
Finally thank you to all volunteers who help staff with 
the ‘Drop-off” zone at the school. This operates Monday 
to Thursday and really helps with the parking issue 
outside school. It could not be done without the help of 
parents and members of the community who are there in 
all weathers making sure children arrive safely at 
school. 
Alison Hyden 

HOLTON PLAYGROUND ENHANCEMENT 
(HO.P.E.) 
Ho.P.E. is a group of local residents who are looking to 
improve the equipment in Holton Playground. We are 
currently obtaining quotes to replace the majority of the 
existing play equipment, making it suitable and accessible 
for children of all ages. This project requires a large 
amount of funding and we are progressing grant 
applications as well as applying to local businesses for 
donations. Our thanks go to Spectra Packaging, Herrco 
Cosmetics, Broadway Colours and M & H Plastics for the 
generous donations we have already received.  
In December, we held our first fundraising event, a 
pamper evening in Holton Village Hall. There was a large 
selection of stalls offering various treatments and gifts for 
last minute Christmas shopping. Many thanks to all that 
supported, we raised the total of £454! 
Upcoming events – come and treat your Mum at our 
Mothers’ Day Pamper Afternoon with Cream Teas. 
Taking place at Holton Village Hall on Saturday 23rd 
March, 1:30 to 4:00 pm. Entry is £2, with cream teas 
available for £3. There will be a wide choice in stalls 
offering everything from massages to hair styling & home
-made crafts. All proceeds go to Ho.P.E. 
On Friday 19th April, 4:30 – 6:00 pm, Ho.P.E are joining 
forces with Edgar Sewter Playschool to host a children’s 
Easter Disco at Holton Village Hall. Tickets are £2.50 per 
child, with adults and under ones £1.  Tickets are 
available in advance from The Honeypot in Halesworth. 
A tuckshop and face painting will also be available. All 
proceeds to be split between Ho.P.E. and Edgar Sewter 
Playschool. 
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IN WHOSE SPHERE OF INFLUENCE 

ARE WE? 
Recently I went to watch Ipswich Town play (and lose) 
for the first time since moving to Suffolk over 3 years 
ago. I had previously satisfied myself with the delights 
of Leiston and Lowestoft but decided to go ‘upmarket’ 
on this occasion. Travelling by train from Halesworth I 
was interested to see a number of Ipswich fans join the 
train. And after the match on the returning Lowestoft 
train even more were on board such that there were no 
available seats at the outset. A few were watching the 
late kick off that evening on their phones; a top of the 
table encounter between Leeds and Norwich. Expletives 
were undeleted as Norwich scored 2 quick goals. This 
got me thinking. We’re geographically approximately 
half way between Ipswich and Norwich, between 25 and 
30 miles. But which way do we look? Do we ‘go’ to 
Norwich for our needs or do we look South towards 
Ipswich? Or do we spread ourselves between both? Are 
we North Suffolk or South Norfolk in outlook or neither,  
feeling more East Suffolk? Are the market towns of 
Beccles, Bungay, Leiston, Saxmundham even 
Southwold sufficient to satisfy most if not all of our 
needs? Or Lowestoft – large town or small city? Indeed, 
Halesworth has most of the services we may require so 
many may feel there’s no need to go further afield at all. 
Of the 2 cities it does seem a little easier getting to 
Ipswich certainly by public transport and maybe even by 
car, just the A12 to navigate. Ipswich (180,000) is a little 
smaller than Norwich (213,000) so does it offer less in 
services for us? Secondary school wise we appear to 
mostly look North, to Bungay and Beccles. Hospital 
wise we have Norwich, Ipswich and Gorleston/ Great 
Yarmouth. 
So which way do you ‘point’ (if you point at all!)? We 
would be interested to know. 
John Beckett 
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HOLTON PARISH COUNCIL  
NOTE: These draft minutes are abbreviated. Full minutes 
can be read on the website Holton.onesuffolk.net/ 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in the 
Village Hall on Wednesday 2nd January 2019 at 
7.30pm 
Present; Cllr. M Hart (Chair), Cllr. R Day (Vice chair), 
Cllr. R Stephenson, Cllr. G Cackett, Cllr. E Rolph, 
District Cllr. A Cackett and Elaine Day Clerk to the 
Council. 
Chair welcomed all to meeting.    
Apologies for absence received and accepted from Cllr. 
Fosdike.  
PUBLIC FORUM: There were no members of the public 
in attendance. 
DECLARATION OF INTEREST: Cllr. Day expressed 
an interest in agenda item 9 and would leave the meeting 
room during discussion of this matter. 
REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION TO VOTE: None. 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:  Cllr. Day 
proposed acceptance of the minutes to the meeting held on 
14/11/2018, Cllr. Rolph seconded.  All in agreement.  
REPORTS: No report.  
A copy of the report from District Cllr. Cackett is 
available upon request. 
CLERK REPORT:   
Currently undertaking risk assessment across all areas 
relevant to Parish Council assets and activities. 
A review of Council systems of Internal Control can be 
made at next meeting. Information on current process to 
be summarised and members can then provide comment. 
Asset register being reviewed/updated. Insurance cover 
will also be reviewed in line. 
Qtr. 3 expenditure vs budget will be produced and 
forwarded upon receipt of December bank statements. 
(Agenda item at next meeting.)    
All other matters covered within the agenda. 
All relevant matters covered within Agenda. 
ITEMS CARRIED FORWARD FROM PREVIOUS 
MEETINGS:  
Clerk reported that Lorry Watch training had been put on 
hold by SCDC as funding for future is in jeopardy, we 
await developments.  
Cllr. Rolph provided an update on Holton Playground 
fundraising activities. Clerk will attend the next meeting 
of the group if possible, to help ensure that no overlap 
(and therefore unnecessary work) is being undertaken by 
the group on financial matters. 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS: 
Planning application DC/18/4984/FUL had been 
withdrawn prior to meeting. 
Clerk confirmed the objection to application DC/18/4428/
FUL had been sent in accordance with the instructions 
given at previous meeting. 
Cllr. Day left meeting room prior to discussion. 
Following recent appraisal and review of hours worked 
Cllr. Cackett proposed amendment of Clerk’s contracted 
hours to 10 per week with immediate effect, this was 
seconded by Cllr. Stephenson. Clerk to request payroll 
services to amend immediately to reflect NALC published 
pay scales at existing SCP 15.  All voted in agreement. 
Cllr. Day returned to meeting. 
Defibrillator has been delivered, installation costs will be 

met by generous offer from Pearce & Kemp Ltd and 
Halesworth Lions Club have pledged £500.00 towards 
cost. Other applications for assistance awaiting 
responses. Clerk to request volunteers for training via 
Holton Post entry and Cllr. Hart will liaise with Village 
Hall regarding installation. (Costs of replacement 
batteries will be met by Parish Council as and when 
required in future.) 
Following a full review of current year expenditure and 
projected 2019/2020 expenditure which includes 
possible election costs of £1,030.00 it was proposed by 
Cllr. Day to request an increase in precept equivalent to 
£3 p/a for a Band D property in the village.  (This 
equates to an annual precept requirement of £12,141.00 - 
expenditure estimated at £12,886.00 and shortfall to be 
met from underspend/reserves 2018/2019 re referendum 
costs.)  The proposal was seconded by Cllr. Stephenson 
and unanimously approved. 
CORRESPONDENCE: None. 
Suffolk County Council (District of Waveney) 
(Stopping, waiting and loading prohibitions and 
restrictions and on-street parking places) (Map-based) 
order 2018. 
EDF Energy SZC – Sizewell C Stage 3 Public 
Consultation: Exhibition Promotional Materials. 
 Members noted pre meeting correspondence provided 
by email from Clerk. 
RFO Report and Bank reconciliation. List of cheques for 
approval and signature. 
Bank balances are C/A £14,703.56 and S/A £8,512.59 
prior to the issues of cheques totalling £2,695.49 as 
below.  Bank accounts have been reconciled and are 
available for councillor audit. 
 Date of next meeting Wednesday 13th March 2019.  
Holton & Blyford Village Hall. 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in 
the Village Hall on Wednesday 6th February 
2019 at 7.30pm 
Present: Cllr. R Day (Acting Chair) Cllr. G Cackett, 
Cllr. B Stephenson, Cllr. E Rolph, Cllr. N Kerridge and 
Elaine Day Clerk to the Council. 
Chair welcomed all to meeting.  Apologies for absence 
received and  
accepted on behalf of Cllr. M Hart (Chair) and Cllr. D 
Fosdike.  (Cllr. Day chaired Cllr Hart’s absence) 
PUBLIC FORUM: There were no members of the 
public in attendance. 
DECLARATION OF INTEREST: None. 
Members’ requests for dispensation to vote. None 
received. 
PLANNING DECISIONS/APPLICATIONS 
Application DC/18/4947/OUT – Outline application for 
up to 190 dwellings on land south of Harrisons Lane, 
Halesworth. – Cllrs. Unanimously opposed application 
and were in full agreement with objections raised by 
Halesworth Town Council and also recorded other 
issues of concern.  (Clerk to respond to SC&WDC with 
summary of objections) 
DC/18/1998/OUT – Appeal ref APP/T3535/
W18/3219393 – Gavelcroft, Bungay Road, Holton, 
Halesworth.  Parish Council had previously supported 
this application and a summary of the rationale for this 
will be provided to Planning Inspector.  Parish Council 
unanimously approved this course of action.  

Continued page 6 
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MARKET FIELDS  
FARM SHOP 

AT 
HOLTON ROAD GARDEN CENTRE 
• FROZEN VEGETABLES, FRUITS AND 

READY MEALS FROM FIELDFARE 

• FRESHLY FROZEN FISH  
FROM LOWESTOFT 

• LOCAL HOMEMADE CAKES 

Special offers on Beers and Wines! 
• FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES 

• FRESH & FROZEN MEAT FROM CLARKE 
BUTCHERS, BRAMFIELD 

SELECTION OF GIFTS AVAILABLE   
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

EASY PARKING & LOADING 

FAREWELL TO WAVENEY DISTRICT 

COUNCIL 
On 1 April 2019, Waveney District Council will cease 
to exist as it has joined with Suffolk Coastal to become 
East Suffolk Council – a new ‘super district’ authority, 
serving the residents, businesses and communities of 
both areas. 

 

 
 

On its website East Suffolk 
Council says: “This quiet 
revolution, with two councils 
acting as one for 10 years, is 
now moving towards its 
logical conclusion with the 
creation of the largest district 
council in the country”. 
The new single council will 
still operate from the existing 
offices in Lowestoft and 
Melton. Lowestoft based staff 
from Suffolk County Council 
and Waveney District Council 
moved in to Riverside in May 
2015 and Suffolk Coastal 
District Council’s new 
headquarters at Melton were 
first occupied in December 
2016. Council meetings take 
place at both sites. 

WHERE DOES HOLTON FIT IN? 
As you can see below, Holton is part of the Halesworth 
& Blything ward which will have two councillors to 
represent us. Local elections are taking place on 
Thursday 2nd May when we shall have a chance to vote 
councillors into the new council.  
If you want to know more, the current councillors, Tony 
Goldson and Alison Cackett, are available in the library 
on the 2nd Saturday of each month. 

Continued from page 5 

DC/19/0229/TCA – Reduction in height by approx. 30% 
off trees at White House, The Street, Holton – Parish 
councillors unanimously supported the application. 
DC/19/0185/FUL – Formation of new granny annexe to 
dwelling house & Construction of new cart lodge/store – 
Woods End Farm, Beccles Road, Holton – Parish 
Councillors voted unanimously to support the 
application. 
Meeting closed at 7.46pm. 
Next meeting Wednesday 13th March 2019 at Holton 
& Blyford Village Hall at 7.30pm 
Elaine Day 
Clerk to Holton Parish Council 
edayhpc@gmail.com  
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ROAD CLOSURE AT BLYFORD BRIDGE, 

BLYFORD LANE 
8

th
 April 2019 to 14

th
 June 2019 

Walkers and cyclists passing Blyford Bridge on Blyford 
Lane going South from the Queen’s Head toward 
Wenhaston may have noticed a small A4 sized planning 
application notice pinned to stakes on either side of the 
road. If, as is perhaps more likely, you’ve zoomed past 
unaware in your car, you may in any case have received 
a letter explaining a forthcoming 10-week road closure 
(or perhaps not!). As this is an important linking route 
between Blyford and Wenhaston it is of some note. 
The existing sluice, which forms part of the bridge 
structure over the river Blyth on Blyford Lane has 
reached the end of its working life and is no longer 
operable and so is being replaced with rock riffles on the 
downstream side of the bridge. 
The work on behalf of the Environment Agency is to 
remove the broken sluice gate and replace it with a 
riffle. I wonder if like me you wondered what a riffle is? 
I found one definition: “any of various contrivances 
(such as blocks or rails) laid on the bottom of a sluice or 
launder to make a series of grooves or interstices to 
catch and retain a mineral (such as gold)”. Is there gold 
up by in them thar Heveningham Halls one wonders….! 
3000 tons of gravel will be brought to the site to create 
these new riffles. The river will be temporarily dammed 
upstream and pumps used to maintain the flow of the 
river around the work area to allow a safe, dry working 
area for the removal of the sluice and other works in the 
river. 
The road closure is happening because the pump lines 
for managing the river flows will need to lay across the 
road meaning traffic will not be able to pass through the 
worksite. Also gravel deliveries will need to be reversed 
into the field adjacent to the bridge. And a mobile crane 
will need to be set up in the highway whilst the existing 
sluice gate is cut away and removed from site. 
The contractor will also be undertaking works on behalf 
of Suffolk Highways to improve the bridge structure in 
order to minimise any potential further disruption. 
John Beckett 

BLYFORD AND SOTHERTON PARISH 

COUNCIL 
Clerk’s report 
Councillors met on 7th January in Holton Village Hall at 
7.30pm [members of the public are welcome to attend 
these meetings]. 
The chairman, Gerard Walker, welcomed councillors 
Martin, Beckett, Dunsire and Macdonald. Apologies 
were accepted from Cllrs Parry, Jackson and Goldson. 
The clerk, Caroline Cardwell, was in attendance, as was 
Cllr A. Cackett [WD councillor] 
The minutes of the November meeting were approved. 
Under finance, various donations were made to Blyford 
and Sotherton churches, East Anglian Air Ambulance, 
Holton Village Hall and Holton and Blyford Post. 
Councillors discussed spending and income for the year 
starting April 2019 and agreed to reduce the precept, as 
reserves were on a sound basis. Also reviewed and 
agreed to was the Statement of Internal Control. 
Renovation plans are in hand for the BT kiosk at 
Blyford; other Blyford concerns were definitive and 
permissive footpaths in the village. The next meeting is 
on 4th March at Holton Village Hall. 
********************************************* 
Parish council elections will be held on 2nd May 
 Nomination forms can be obtained on line, as well as 
guidance on who may be eligible. 
www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/elections>election notices. 
 Applicants must be resident in the parish and nominated 
by two residents who are also on the electoral role. 
Electoral numbers for candidate and nominees and 
further information can be obtained from the Parish 
Clerk on 01986 781349. 

LATITUDE RESIDENTS’ TICKETS 

2019 
FOR BLYFORD AND SOTHERTON 

RESIDENTS ONLY 
LATITUDE 2019 18-21 July at Henham Park 

The line up for this year’s festival has recently been 
announced featuring headliners George Ezra, Snow 
Patrol and Lana del Rey amongst many others over 
the 3 days. 
Readers may know that the Festival organisers 
allocate a small number of concessionary tickets for 
permanent residents of Blyford and Sotherton (i.e. 
first residence not holiday or second home and 
names must appear on the electoral roll). Only 
residents are eligible not friends or relatives that do 
not live in the Parish! 
Residents of Blyford and Sotherton will be able to 
apply for these soon. 
A poster will be placed on both village noticeboards 
so keep an eye out. 

http://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/elections%3eelection
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WHERE AM I COMPETITION 
No-one responded to the photo competition printed in 
the last issue, in which we asked where the picture 
below was taken, so we are publishing it  again. 
However you will might be able to recognise it more 
easily by viewing it in colour online at: 
holton.onesuffolk.net/holton-post. Why not have a 
look as you may win the prize of burgers for two 
people at the Triple Plea on their burger night. 
Please either email your entry to the Holton & Blyford 
Post address: holtonpost@gmail.com -  or hand deliver 
or post to: Geoff Cackett, Paigles, 6 The Street Holton 
IP19 8PH. Deadline is April 1st 2019. The answer will 
be published in our next issue. Good Luck! 

“SAME DAY TEAM” AT CUTLER’S HILL 

SURGERY  
Many of you will have heard that despite several 
national advertisements the Surgery at Cutler’s Hill has 
been unable to recruit replacements for Dr Chris 
Luddington and Dr Paul Squires. This is not a problem 
peculiar to our Surgery as there is a national shortage of 
GPs. The Surgery says: “We have recruited two new 
nurses, Lauren Bellamy, and Sue Vigus and an Urgent 
care practitioner, Neil Johnson (previously our 
community paramedic working for East Anglian 
Ambulance Trust). 
“In order to cope with the increasing work pressures we 
are going to pilot a “Same Day Team” which is a 
refinement of the current triage system. Patients will be 
asked for a very brief (preferably one word) explanation 
of their need for an urgent appointment or visit. This 
will allow the Doctor or nurses who are dealing with 
these urgent requests to prioritise the response. Patients 
will be called back by either a nurse or a Doctor and 
offered either advice, a face to face consultation with a 
Nurse or Doctor or, if the patient is housebound, a 
home visit by either Neil, acting as an Urgent Care 
Practitioner or a Doctor. Therefore, more of the “same 
day” care will be delivered by clinicians supported 
directly by the Doctor on call. 
“If the “Same day Team” pilot proves to be successful 
we will continue it beyond the first 3 months. We 
would welcome any feedback that you may have of the 
same day service. 
“We very much value the support of our patients 
through this difficult time. Please be aware that we do 
offer telephone appointments which are very useful to 
discuss administrative issues and free up “face to face” 
appointments. Please also be aware that we have 
excellent Pharmacies in the area where patients may get 
self-help advice and over the counter remedies for 
many common ailments”. 



9 

❖ We have a 1000ft2 showroom of furniture, 

❖ We buy and sell second-hand and country furniture, 

❖ Undertake house and shed clearances, 

❖ Strip furniture and doors, 

❖ Repair and polish furniture, 

❖ Paint furniture and doors, 

❖ We can also make furniture from reclaim and much more! 

Come and have a look! 

Units 9&10, The Old Airfield Site, 
Holton, Halesworth IP19 8NH 

Telephone Justin on:  
01986 874277 

or 07767 861401 

Opening Times 
Monday-Friday: 9am - 5.30pm 

MEMORIES OF LIVING IN HOLTON IN 

THE 1920’S AND 1930’S 
(This is an edited version of articles sent by the family 
of a Joan Flatt who lived in Holton in the 1920’s with 
her family.  Following her death the family found these 
writings among her effects and sent them to the school 
to see if they would be of interest) 
Avondale – the name conjures a miscellany of 
memories of a period in my childhood that probably 
had more influence on my character than any other. 
The cottage was very old with picturesque beams 
which had once been part of an old sailing ship. It was 
primitive, with no plumbing; every drop of water we 
used had to be drawn, by means of a hand pump, from 
a well outside the back door.  In the winter we always 
had to be sure we had saved a kettle of water to boil in 
the morning for the purpose of priming the pump. 
My grandparents kept a pub called The Cherry Tree 
just a few doors from our cottage and on land at the 
back he kept his chickens, a cow, a sow called Peggy 
and the usual assortment of cats and a dog. 
The social life of the village revolved around the 
church, the two pubs and the school. Concerts and 
gatherings were held in the school. When the 
classroom partitions were folded back and the stage 
was erected our school became the village hall which 
could seat more than a hundred. It gave an intimacy to 
village life in an era when the only entertainment, apart 
from the flea pit cinema in the next town, was what we 
generated ourselves. Once a year the village concert 
party, called the Blackbirds and comprising the grocer, 
the  pork butcher, a couple of farmers, one or two lads 
of the village, plus a bevy of ladies, put on an 
entertainment of sketches, songs, monologues and 
recitations. The standard of performance was always 
quite high, in spite of a somewhat shaky pianist who 
always managed to hit a wrong note when the soprano, 
usually my mother, was just reaching the top “C”. 
Mum reckoned she used to do it on purpose! 
In the interval the male performers adjourned to the 
nearby pub whilst the ladies partook of tea, cakes and 
village gossip. As a result the second half of the 
concert was performed in a relaxed and slightly 
haphazard fashion, to the sniffy disapproval of the 
ladies in the cast. 
Our Headmistress, a formidable lady of stern mien and 
uncertain temper, ruled the school with a rod of iron. 
She nevertheless devised and organised all our school 
concerts and outings with great energy and efficiency. 
We children all feared and respected her - she wielded 
a very mean cane and my fingers still tingle at the 
memory. Looking back at what she did for us, I realise 
how devoted and dedicated she was to the school and 
“her” children. On the surface a somewhat crusty 
spinster, she lived for us and our well-being. I wish I 
had appreciated her more then. 
Being a largely farming community, harvest festival 
was always a big event in our year. The sight of our 
little church and its round Norman tower, filled to the 
rafters with produce and flowers and lit by candles, 
always gave me a lump in my throat as I progressed 
down the aisle with the rest of the choir. 
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HOLTON & BLYFORD VILLAGE HALL TOTE 

The result of the draw held on 8th January   The result of the draw held on 12th February  
1st - No.61 - Jill Hewlett - £25 1st - No.64 - Marjorie Handley - £25  
2nd - No.14 - Enid Day - £10  2nd - No.172 - Mike Davis - £10 
 3rd - No.114 - Fred Fisher - £5 3rd - No.110 - Marjorie Shiers - £5 
4th - No.173 - Birt Green - £5  4th - No.143 - Rob & Shirley Woolterton - £5 

New members are always welcome.  Please contact Helen Fensom on 01986 873575 for further details. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN THE ARTS? 
The Arts Society Southwold’s season continues on 

Tuesday 12th March with a lecture by Lizzie 
Derbyshire on “Edouard Manet: A Bar at the Folies-
Bergére”.  Then on Tuesday 9th April Sally Hoban 
will be presenting “Marvels in Silver – Georg Jensen 
jewellery”.  
These lectures will take place in Southwold Arts 
Centre, St Edmund’s Hall, Cumberland Road, 
Southwold starting at 2pm. Visitors are welcome with a 
suggested donation of £5 payable on the door. 
  On Tuesday 26th March we have a Special Interest 
Day from 10.30 to 3.15pm.  Sandy Burnett, a well-
known broadcaster and musical director, will be giving 
us a “Crash Course on Classical Music”.  The fee for 
the day is £30 including lunch or £22.50 without. 

If you want to know more about these events or about 
joining our society, please contact me on 01986 
874000 or email tassouthwold@gmail.com  
Anne Holland  

HOW ABOUT THIS THEN? 
I have recently been doing some family history 
research using the British Newspaper Archive website 
(to be found at: www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk). 
By chance I typed in Halesworth to see if anything of 
interest came up and found the article below which 
might amuse you!  It is from The Framlingham Weekly 
News dated 22 August 1903. 
Anne Holland 

CRATFIELD PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION 
Points of View is a photography exhibition created in 
2018 by Chrissie Kitchen, Candy Blackham, Nick Eade, 
and Geoff Moore who live in Cratfield and who all enjoy 
the visual arts. The exhibition returns in 2019 with an 
exciting new collection of photographs covering 
landscape, street photography, wildlife, and architecture. 
FREE ENTRY 
Friday 12 April, 18.00-20.00, Pay Bar & Nibbles 
Saturday 13 April, 10.30-17.00, Tea & Delicious Cakes 
Cratfield Village Hall, Manse Lane, IP19 0DJ 
DONATIONS INVITED for Halesworth Dementia 
Carers Fund & Macmillan Carers Support 
Information: 07879 425 617 
or candyblackham@gmail.com 

mailto:candyblackham@gmail.com
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ST PETER'S CHURCH, HOLTON 

CHURCH SERVICES 

MARCH 

3rd March     10.00am  Team Eucharist at St Mary's 
Church, Halesworth  

10th March  11.15am  Eucharist 
6.30pm  Team Evensong at St Peter's 
Church, Wenhaston  

17th March  11.15am  Iona Morning Worship  

24th March  11.15am  Eucharist by extension  

31st March  MOTHERING SUNDAY 
11.15am Family Service with the 
distribution of posies of flowers plus 
refreshments afterwards 

APRIL 

7th April     10.00am  Team Eucharist at St Mary's 
Church, Halesworth  

14th April   PALM SUNDAY 
10.15am Palm Sunday Procession from 
Halesworth Library to St Mary's Church, 
Halesworth for the 10.30am Eucharist 
Service (times TBC) 

18th April   MAUNDY THURSDAY 
7pm Mass of the Last Supper and  
Washing of Feet at St Mary's Church, 
Halesworth  

19th April GOOD FRIDAY 
2pm Last Hour at the Cross  

20th April   EASTER EVE 
7pm Service at St Mary's Church,  
Halesworth (TBC) 

21st April   EASTER SUNDAY 
11.15am  Eucharist followed by  
refreshments 

28th April   11.15am  Iona Morning Worship (TBC)  

Please check the latest “Team Times” or church 
noticeboard for full service details as these can change. 

CHURCH NEWS AND EVENTS 

POP-IN PARLOUR 
Pop-In Parlour is on Friday 1st March from 12 noon 
until 1.30pm in St Peter's Room. As usual we will be 
enjoying soup, bread, cheese and pickle plus tea or 
coffee for the princely sum of £3.00, and engaging in 
all sorts of conversations both light and serious. Come 
and join us. As we have done for the last two years we 
will be raising money for the Halesworth Dementia  
Carers Fund.  

LENT LUNCHES 
Lent Lunches will be starting on Friday the 8th March 
from 12 noon until 1.30pm in St Peter's Room and will 
be every Friday during Lent (8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th 
March, 5th and 12th April). We will be serving soup, 
bread and butter followed by tea or coffee at the Pop-In 
Parlour price of £3.00 (sorry, no cheese and pickle in 
Lent!) We will be raising money for the Leprosy 
Mission as we did last year. Leprosy is easily treated if 
diagnosed in the early stages so the Leprosy Mission 
works to educate communities about the disease to 
encourage people to go to the doctor to get early  
treatment. It also helps those who have suffered years 
of the disease and have therefore become disabled, 
encouraging them by providing training and grants so 
that they can become self-sufficient.  

LENT GROUPS 
We will be running a Lent group in the village at West 
Lodge, Lodge Road, meeting on five Tuesday evenings 
in Lent beginning on the 12th March. The evening will 
begin at 7pm and will aim to end by 9pm. We will be 
using a booklet called "Decisions, decisions", this will 
be used at other groups in the Team so if Tuesday night 
is not good for you there should be a group meeting at 
a more convenient time somewhere else. Dates and 
times will be found in the March issue of the Blyth 
Valley Times. 
If you would like to join the group meeting at West 
Lodge please contact John or Jill Hewlett on  
01986 875 913. 

QUIZ NIGHT AND PLOUGHMAN'S SUPPER 
7pm for 7.30pm 

Thursday 21st March 2019 
in Holton & Blyford Village Hall 

**Bar Open** 
Teams of up to six people 

£7 per head 
To book, ring 01986 874622 

CAR BOOT SALE 
Saturday 4th May 10am 
St Peter's Church Paddock 

Bookings: £6 in advance £7.50 on the day 
Tel:01986 835 752 or 01986 875 913 

Refreshments, Raffle and Church Stall 
In aid of St Peter's Church 
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LOCAL SERVICES 

Foot Care Practitioner -Jane 
Parker, TCFPC dip.  

07732 048837 

Market Fields Farm Shop 

Holton Road Garden Centre 

Holton Road Cafe 

01986 872134  

01986 872761 

01986 873772 

Newspapers –   Patrick’s 01986 875229 

Private Hire – DRF  Transport 01986 872829 

The Hot Meal Service 01986 835895 

Taxi – Ginge 01986 874028 

OTHER USEFUL LOCAL NUMBERS 

Doctor’s Surgery  01986 874618 

NHS (non-emergency)  111  

Police (non-emergency) 101  

Waveney District Council 01502 562111 

REGULAR ACTIVITIES  
AT THE VILLAGE HALL  

Weekly  

Badminton Club Tuesdays 7.30 - 9.30pm 

Halesworth U3A Tuesday 10-12 
Ukulele Group 

Art Group 2nd and 4th Tuesday, 2-5pm 
(except July, August and 
December) 

Bingo Fortnightly on Thursdays at 
7.30pm 

Busy Bees Music 
Group 

Every other Friday at 9.30am 
Contact Catherine: 07791 
014885 or see Facebook  

One Life Suffolk 

Weight Loss 

Fridays 1pm 

Big Breakfast First Sunday every month 

The Village Hall is also available for private functions 
during the day and evening and is licensed for the sale of 
alcohol.   

To make a booking call: 07756 916577 or email: 
holtonandblyfordvillagehall@hotmail.com 

HOLTON POST 
Committee/Editorial Group 

 

   Geoff Cackett (Chairman & Advertising) tel: 874442  
 Anne Holland (Secretary & Treasurer) tel: 874000 
 Chris & Maggie Whymark (Production) tel: 469056     
   Jackie & Jim Watts (Distribution) tel: 835752 
 Jill Hewlett tel: 875913 
 Alison Hyden tel: 872559 
 John Beckett tel: 875259 

Email: holtonpost@gmail.com   
Website: holton.onesuffolk.net/holton-post 
Hand deliver or post any articles or photos to:  

Geoff Cackett, Paigles, 6 The Street, Holton IP19 8PH 
 

DEADLINE DATE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE IS:  

FRIDAY 19th APRIL 

  

USEFUL INFORMATION AND CONTACTS 

HOLTON B&Bs 

Gavelcroft 01986 873117 
gavelcroft@gmail.com 

The Lord Nelson Inn 01986 835734 
info@thelordnelsonholton.co.uk 

Valley Farm 01986 874521 
mail@valleyfarmholton.co.uk 

CASUALTIES & MINOR INJURIES 
Cutlers Hill Surgery, Bungay Road, Halesworth 

Tel: 01986 874618 
Monday to Friday (not Bank Holidays) between 

8.30am and 6pm 
The Minor Injury unit provides treatment for less 
serious injuries less than 48 hours old. 
This is a nurse-led unit and is supported by the doctors 
who oversee the unit's work and are available for advice 
when needed. If your condition cannot be dealt with 
here then you will be referred to the nearest Accident 
and Emergency department (A&E) or to another 
appropriate service. The unit offers treatment to anyone 
with a minor injury - there is no age limit and you do 
not have to be a patient of the surgery to use the facility. 
It is a walk-in service for Minor injuries only and you 
do not need to make an appointment.  Patients are seen 
in order of priority.  Please report to the Receptionist at 
the surgery.  

 
PLEASE NOTE OUR WEBSITE ADDRESS IS  

holton.onesuffolk.net/holton-post 

Printed by Southwold Press, Reydon Business Park, Southwold 

MOBILE LIBRARY TIMETABLE 

Greenbank 1245-1300 

Lower Park Walk 1410-1425 

Valley Close 1430-1450 

Calling on 1 March, 5 April 


